
 

     
 
 
Dear Friends,                            
 
 We hope you are well. We were “on the road” in Washington and California for most of the summer – visiting 
friends and family, participating in and attending weddings, spending a lot of time with our sending church family, 
and looking into various avenues of raising ministry support. Though we weren‟t able to do everything or see 
everyone we wanted to, we‟re very thankful for what we were able to do and the chance to see those we were able 
to see. It was a very busy and very blessed summer! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few highlights from the summer: 
 

 Our sending church, Bethel Grace Baptist, asked us to be the missions project for their annual Vacation Bible 
School. We gave daily presentations filling the kids in on South Africa, the orphan crisis there, and various aspects 
of 1Hope’s ministry. It was a huge encouragement to see how much the kids grasped and remembered, and a 
number of parents commented on how much their children were impacted by the reality that there are kids who 
don‟t have loving parents and the blessings that come with parental care (like someone to nurse their cuts and 
scrapes… or give them pizza! The latter was a particularly big concern to one little guy! ). The kids give an 
offering towards the missions project every year, and our goal for the week was $600. Alvin Colston, the new Youth 
Pastor at Bethel Grace, graciously agreed to dive into the “Slip „N Slide of Slime” if the kids reached that goal. 
When they reached it by Thursday(!), we gave the kids the added incentive of seeing Donovan take the plunge if 
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they reached a total of $1,000… They brought in $1,147 for the week! All these funds will go towards purchasing a 
building to serve as the Muphamuzi Home - a safe and loving place where abandoned babies will be cared for until 
they can be placed in solid, loving Christian homes. We‟re so thankful for the 
kids‟ generosity and God‟s provision through them!  

 

 The Bethel Grace leadership also gave us a Sunday evening 
service to present on our ministry in South Africa. By God‟s grace, 
it went very well – several people who came were encouraged or 
challenged by the presentation. They also took up a very generous 
offering towards our ministry that night. We are so thankful for how 
wholeheartedly our sending church is behind us! 

 

 Josh and Marda Mack, the missionaries we will be working with in 
South Africa, were in the USA for a few weeks on furlough. It was 
a huge blessing to have them visit Bethel Grace at the end of 
August. Josh preached in the morning service, and the Bethel 
Grace family were very encouraged by his thorough and 
passionate unpacking of the biblical basis for mercy ministry (you 
can find a link to this message on our  website, 
www.drewsministry.wordpress.com, on the “Media” page). The 
Macks were also able to visit with us once we were back home in 
Lancaster, PA. We had a great time together, and we‟re very much 
looking forward to ongoing fellowship with them as we serve 
together in South Africa! 

 
An overview of what we’re up to currently: 
 

Heather is in her second year teaching a Spanish Immersion Kindergarten class at Wharton Elementary, a few 
blocks from our apartment in the city of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Donovan is working part time at an after school 
program for elementary school children, working on raising support for our ministry in South Africa, and studying up 
on topics related to the areas of ministry we‟ll be involved with as missionaries. We‟re spending time with Heather‟s 
parents and siblings, which is a continual blessing (the Hollingsworths served as missionaries in Spain for 13 years, 
and their counsel to us as we prepare to be missionaries has been invaluable!). We‟re also very much enjoying our 
involvement in Crossway, our home church out here. It is a very healthy church, and we are learning a lot about life 
and ministry through our Care Group (Care Groups consist of 10-15 people from the church who prioritize 
fellowshipping with and caring for one another), various classes we‟re involved with, and gleaning wisdom from the 
pastors and other godly people within the church. We‟re blessed! God has been very gracious to us! 
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We will be joining the Crossway pastors (and their wives) at the Sovereign Grace Ministries Pastors‟ 
Conference from November 2-4. They graciously offered to pay for the conference for us! We‟re looking forward to 
this time of rich teaching and fellowship, and anticipate being encouraged and built up.  

 

Donovan will be in California (and possibly a little in Arizona and Nevada) from November 5-18 to meet with 
leaders from various churches about the possibility of partnering with our ministry. Please pray for interest from 
churches (we‟ve received fewer responses than we‟d hoped for and we‟d love to set up several more meetings), for 
wisdom in scheduling the details of the trip (there will be a lot of travel involved, etc), and for support-raising progress. 
Thank-you! 

 
1Hope Fundraisers: 

 
Several volunteers have put together/are putting together fundraisers for the Muphamuzi Home. These efforts are 

widespread: Wisconsin, California, Oregon, South Africa, and Germany! This is a huge encouragement! Please join 
us in praising God for His provision through His people, and pray that these efforts would be fruitful. Information about 
ongoing and upcoming fundraisers (and ideas – if you‟d like to tackle one too!), can be found on the “Fundraisers” 
page on our website, www.drewsministry.wordpress.com. A current fundraiser: you can get professional photographs 
taken in Beaverton, Oregon and have proceeds go towards the Muphamuzi Home! We will update the Fundraisers 
page of our website as other fundraisers draw near. 

 
1Hope Christmas Project: 

 
Every December 1Hope invites orphans from a local township to a 

"Birthday Party for Jesus".  At this party we sing, present the Good News, 
play games and have a huge Birthday Cake for Jesus...  Each child is also 
given a gift. We run another party for refugee children as a part of the 
Christmas dinner 1Hope holds for refugees on Christmas Eve. Please pray 
for this special ministry! You can participate further by sending a gift or 
making a donation – for specifics, please see the “Annual Projects” page of 
our website, www.drewsministry.wordpress.com.  

 
A few more prayer requests: 
 

Please pray for wisdom and unity for the 1Hope team as they continue to serve those in dire need around them 
and think through how to do so best. Please also pray for the refugees 1Hope serves – their lives are incredibly 
difficult, moment by moment, and they need our prayers. For those who are not believers - pray that as they continue 
to hear the truth in church and in Bible Studies (many of them have been coming to Living Hope and/or its Bible 
Studies) they will repent and find the peace that passes all understanding, along with great joy in the midst of their 
hardships, in Jesus Christ.  
 

For us specifically - Please pray with us that we will raise the support we need in order to join the 1Hope team in 
South Africa next September! Please also pray that we will be able to work through some tax-related questions (once 
we‟re missionaries, we may have to pay tax in South Africa and the USA! This, of course, would also mean we need 
to raise more support… We‟re hoping one of the countries will grant us tax exemption). And please pray that we 
would trust God continually, rest fully in His perfect plan, and be anxious for nothing (by His grace, we have been able 
to do so most of the time, but there are times we find ourselves a little overwhelmed).  
 
Thank-you very much! God bless you,  

Donovan and Heather Drew 
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