
 

     
 
 
 
Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you are well.  
 
On May 30 it was 1 year since we arrived in South Africa! Time flies! God has been so faithful, in so many ways. 1Hope 
is a new organization and we personally are new to this line of ministry - there have been many things to learn, work 
through, and “figure out”. Some of that has been a bit overwhelming and tiring at times, but God has provided so clearly 
(in finances, donations of needed items, a team we love working with, a steady stream of quality volunteers and interns, 
short-term missions teams, opportunities to meet and learn from others in this line of ministry, opportunities for ministry, 
etc.). He has been at work in us as individuals and growing us as a team. We are still very much “in process,” but by 
God’s grace, we are seeing lots of progress... And He is blessing our imperfect efforts! We’re very thankful. A big thank-
you also to all of you who have supported us through giving and/or your prayers – it is very much appreciated! 

   
One evident example of God’s kindness to 
us and His willingness to do great things 
through our weakness was the Together 
for Adoption, South Africa conference. 
Over 200 people attended the conference, 
and many shared with us how encouraging and/or helpful the conference was to them – not just in relation to adopting/ 
caring for adopted children, but in their walk with God. Our goal first and foremost was to “magnify the adopting grace of 
God” and secondly to “mobilize the church for orphan care.” By God’s grace, we think both goals were met. The 
success of the conference was also hugely encouraging to us personally because (1) our team members have varied 
giftings, and it was exciting to see what we can accomplish together (we’re thankful to God for assembling a team with 
these varied, complementary gifts!), and (2) we saw God’s grace in helping us accomplish more than we would have 
thought possible, and that has given us confidence and increased faith for future ministry endeavors, in His strength.  
 
Our main session speakers were Dan Cruver (president of Together for Adoption and author/ editor of “Reclaiming 
Adoption: Missional Living through the Rediscovery of Abba Father”), Daniel Bennett (a pastor, author of “A Passion for 
the Fatherless: Developing a God-centered Ministry to Orphans”), Josh Mack (our pastor, Executive Director of 1Hope), 
and Chris Woolley (a South African pastor). We had 19 break-out sessions covering a wide range of topics such as 
counseling issues often faced by adoptive parents, facts about caring for HIV+ children, orphan ministry in the local 
church, caring for “unadoptable” orphans, and helping rural communities care for orphans. We had 10 ministries exhibit 
at the conference – baby homes, adoption agencies, orphan villages, and community orphan care ministries. We also 
had a book table full of great resources, and were able to give a copy of  “A Guide to Adoption and Orphan Care” edited 
by Russell Moore to everyone who attended, and copies of “A Passion for the Fatherless” and “Reclaiming Adoption” to 
all the pastors and church elders who attended. 
 

The conference messages were recorded. You can download or listen to them, free of 
charge, at the conference website: www.adoptionconference.co.za. If I could recommend 
just 1 message, it would be Chris Woolley’s message “Why we Adopted.” You will find it 
convicting and helpful, whether or not you have adopted or have plans to do so.   
 
Doug Plank, one of the pastors from Crossway, our church home in Lancaster, PA, came 
to lead worship at the conference. Mary Jane Groff from Crossway came and helped us 
care for the Baby Home babies in the midst of all the extra conference-related things on 
our plate. We enjoyed our time with them very much! 

(Left) Mary Jane Groff with one of the baby home babies. 

 

http://www.adoptionconference.co.za/


 

   
 

  
 

Babies: Three babies that were in Muphamuzi Home 
at the time of our last newsletter are no longer in the 
Home. A little boy was moved to another Baby Home 
closer to his family who wanted to be able to visit him 
more easily. Another little boy went back to his father, 
who was very thankful to us and eager to have his son 
back now that he is able to care for him again. A little 
girl went back to her parents. I can’t get into details, 

but the little girl’s case was very difficult for us to accept because it doesn’t 
seem to us to be a safe situation for her, but it was not our decision to make. 
This was a good reminder to us that while we can (and will!) do our best for 
each of the babies in our care, there is only so much we can do and 
ultimately we must look to God and trust Him for their wellbeing.   
 
We have 6 babies in the Baby Home currently; 4 boys (7 weeks, 8 months, 
9 months (not pictured), and 18 months old), and 2 girls (14 months and 17 
months old).  
 

New Muphamuzi Baby Home Staff Member: Linda is the newest staff member at 
Muphamuzi Baby Home. She was baptized in May and has since become a member of 
Living Hope Church. Linda is from Zimbabwe and is a widow. She came to South Africa 
in 2008 to work and do her best to help put her children through school. She has 4 
children who are all living in Zimbabwe still with family. Linda radiates the joy of the Lord 
and demonstrates true contentment and trust in God despite all the hard times she has 
been through. It is a joy to have her working at the baby home! She works an overnight 
shift – a huge help to our team as it gives our head caregivers, Jeanne and Patricia, 
opportunity for much needed rest. She’s also an extra pair of hands on shift for the 
busiest times of the day: dressing and feeding the babies in the morning, and bath time 

and supper at night. We thank God for the wonderful ladies he has provided to care for the babies at Muphamuzi Home!  
 
Muphamuzi Baby Home Interns: After we dropped off one of our interns at the airport, Heather made the comment that 
saying goodbye to intern after intern will likely be one of the hardest aspects of our ministry here. I think she’s right. It’s 
only difficult though because our time with these interns is such a blessing. Undoubtedly, our time with interns will be 
one of the aspects of our ministry we (and our kids) are most thankful for as we get to know many wonderful people well 
and share in life and ministry with them.  

Heather enjoyed serving on the worship team, led by 

Doug Plank, for the Together for Adoption conference. 
Several of the speakers and many of the volunteers and team members 

who worked to make the Together for Adoption conference possible. 

 



 

Alyssa Driedger flew back to Lancaster, Pennsylvania on May 10 after 4 months with us. Kathryn Doerbecker flew back 
to Los Angeles on May 21 after 10 months with us. Sarah Bachofen, our first intern from Switzerland(!), was with us 
from May 20 to July 14. Claire Magnus, from Little Rock, Arkansas, was with us from June 5 to July 28.  
 
We have one Baby Home intern currently: Britt Suitt, our third intern from the Bible Church of Little Rock, Arkansas, 
arrived July 3. She was supposed to only be with us for 1 month, but we twisted her arm a bit and she decided to stay 
with us through mid-November…   
 

Theft: Like most properties in South Africa, we have a fence all the way around Muphamuzi Baby Home. The fence 
between us and the street is 6 foot high palisade fencing (metal bars that end in spikes) and we have at least 6 foot 
fencing on the 3 sides we have neighbors. On several occasions in the last few months, thieves have jumped over our 
walls and stolen things from the back half of our property: 2 strollers, blankets that were on the washline, a trashcan, a 
wheelbarrow, a plastic table, and 7 plastic chairs. Around 8:30am one Saturday morning, Kathryn, one of our interns, 
walked into the Baby Home office to see a would-be thief trying to fish her cell phone from the office desk with a long 
plastic pipe he was maneuvering through the window. At 4:30am one Saturday a few weeks later, (probably) the same 
thief tried that strategy again. This time Claire, another intern, heard suspicious sounds and alerted us. Donovan 
investigated and chased the thief off before he could finish pulling a laptop toward the window with a broom (he had 
pulled the laptop off the desk and onto a chair, and was pulling the chair toward the window). He took off with a portable 
DVD player that he had already managed to fish through the window. These thefts have been frustrating to say the 
least, and the boldness of the two most recent attempts in particular was unsettling. We have put in a few increased 
security measures and are in the process of improving our security further. We also bought a couple “shock sticks” (like 
a taser but it doesn’t shoot - more like a human cattle prod! ) for our Caregivers and Interns to use in self-defense!    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Claire, an intern, with one of 
the “shock sticks” (she looks 
like she just got a new toy, 

doesn’t she? ) 

Koos, a volunteer, adding some razor wire to the top 
of our fence 

Vinson, an intern, and Jonno, a volunteer, 
welding burglar bars onto the 6 windows that 

still needed them. 

Alyssa (far left), and Kathryn (far right), with 3 of our 
caregivers; Jeanne, Vanessa, and Patricia 

Sarah (left) and Claire  
with Themba 

 

Britt, with her hands quite full!  
 



 

New 1Hope program for Male Interns: 
 
Vinson Sensenig, a friend from Crossway, our church home in Lancaster, PA, arrived on July 
4. He is the very first “guinea pig” as we develop a 1Hope program for male interns. His time 
here will include a wide variety of ministry opportunities in varied contexts (manual labor and 
service, evangelism, children’s ministry, teaching Bible Studies, visitation, discipleship, etc), 
and time with a number of pastors, missionaries, and men training for a vocation of ministry. 
Our hope is to develop a program that will help interns grow in their love for the local church 
and their passion to see the lost reached, that will give opportunities for them to be developed 
in various areas of ministry (and perhaps discover specific areas of gifting), open their eyes to 
cultures and issues they may not otherwise be familiar with or have had to think through 
before, and (when applicable) be of help to them in weighing up a potential call to full-time 

ministry or missions work in particular. We’re excited to have Vinson here, and excited to be developing this new intern 
program. If you are interested in learning more about this program, please e-mail us and let us know.  
 
Short-Term Mission Teams: 
 
Three missions teams have come to serve with us in the 
last few months: one from Southern California, one from 
Germany, and one from Little Rock, Arkansas. These 
teams are a huge blessing to our ministry! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Living Hope Church Baptisms: 
 
We enjoyed hearing the testimonies of 4 believers as they were baptized to symbolize their union with Christ. 

 What a blessed time! (The water was very cold, so there were for a few good laughs too!) Idelheit is originally from 
Zambia, Philip is originally from the Democratic Republic of Congo, Linda is originally from Zimbabwe (she’s our new 
Baby Home staff member), and Hanna is an American citizen who has lived most of her life in Germany (her parents, 
Dan and Debbie Willoughby, are missionaries. Dan is helping Josh Mack with the baptisms in the pictures below). 
 

The short-term mission teams from Germany (above),  
Grace Church of Orange, Southern California (top right),  

and the Bible Church of Little Rock, Arkansas (right) 



 

Other Ministry odds and ends: 
 
Salvakop Bible Study: Donovan helped with this outreach Bible Study for 
a couple months while Randy Clark, a member of the 1Hope team, was 
in the USA on furlough. Salvakop was once a typical suburban area, but 
it is now more like a suburban shanty-town. The homes are sub-let to 
multiple people, with more people living in tin shacks in the yards. The 
vast majority of this community are refugees from Zimbabwe. The Bible 
Study meets at a school in Salvakop, and there are typically 10-15 people 
in attendance, sometimes more. We are blessed to have a couple 
members of our church living in this community who invite everyone they 
can and faithfully follow up with them. It’s been very encouraging to see 
God’s evident work in the lives of several people in this Study.   

 
 Living Hope Church Teen Group: We hosted our church’s teen group for a few weeks while the missionary couple who 

normally run it, Dan and Debbie Willoughby, were in the USA visiting family.  
 
Mini-Adoption Conference at Modimolle Christian Church: Pastor Billy 
Mahaoi, a pastor in 1Hope’s pastors’ network, asked us if we could help 
bring a mini-adoption conference to the church he pastors, Modimolle 
Christian Church. There is a huge need for ministry to orphaned children 
in this very low income community. As one example, right across the 
street from this church is a “child headed household” – a home where the 
oldest living family member is barely a teenager, and all the responsibility 
and oversight of the younger siblings falls on their shoulders. What a joy 
to see this church’s desire to care for the children in need in their 
community! And what a privilege to help equip them to that end! We hope to walk alongside and help this church further 
as they pursue this ministry in the years ahead.  
 
Personal and Family odds and ends: 

 
At a children’s court hearing on June 27, Themba was officially placed in our foster care for 
the next 2 years! We’re very thankful for the opportunity to continue to enjoy this little guy in 
our family and invest in his life. We love him very much and would love to have him as a part 
of our family for as long as he needs our care. His mother is unable to care for him right now, 
but he will be reunited with her after 2 years if his social worker is satisfied that she has 
demonstrated her ability to care for him. She will come and visit Themba once every 3 
weeks for about 5 hours a visit. We would like to be real friends to her; showing her love, 
serving her, helping her towards getting on her feet, and of course, purposefully telling her 
about Jesus Christ. With a language barrier and a host of complicating factors, we will need 
a lot of wisdom. Please pray for our ministry to her! Please also pray for our hearts in all this 
– we love Themba as our own and we want to continue treating him as fully a part of our 
family, while also pursuing the good of his biological mother and family, 
including his eventual reunification with them. 
Pursuing those two goals simultaneously will not 
always be easy, as desires for clarity, less hassle, 
having Themba “for us”, and guarding ourselves 
against hurt will almost certainly cloud our hearts 
and minds from time to time. Your prayers are 
much appreciated!    

Doing visits in Salvakop with the short-term 
mission team from Little Rock, Arkansas 



 

We are thoroughly enjoying our children! They often remind us of our need to grow in patience 
and wisdom (far more than we had thought we needed to, by the way!), but they are a joy to us 
in so many ways...  
 
June 21 was our 5th anniversary! God has been so good to me (Donovan) in giving me such a 
wonderful companion and helper. He has been kind to Heather in sustaining and 
sanctifying her through trial!  

 
  All in all, we love living at Muphamuzi Baby Home (in one half of the house), but 

some aspects of living there are difficult for our family. Most difficult is the fact that we 
share a kitchen with the Baby Home, have to walk through the main play/ living 
area for the Baby Home babies to get to the kitchen, and the kitchen is often 
full of activity… It’s very easy for work and family time to get blurred. We would 
like to buy a house within a 5 minute (ideally) or at the very most, 10 minute 
walk of the Baby Home. This will be almost as good as being “on site” - we will 
still spend a lot of time at the Home and can still be “on hand” quickly even if a 
need arises at night – but it will provide some helpful clarity for us between 
what is work time and what is family time. We’re saving up and praying this will 
be a possibility within the next year.   

 
 Donovan’s dad and stepmother, Geoff and Holly Drew, moved to South Africa on August 14. 

Holly is American, and Donovan’s dad is a South African who has been living in the USA 
since the mid-1980s. For several years they’ve been working towards “retiring” in South 
Africa, and after a much longer wait than originally anticipated, God has now opened all the doors for that dream to 
become a reality. They will be living in Sasolburg, about 2 hours from us, where they will be actively involved in the 
ministry of Grace Fellowship Church, Sasolburg. We are looking forward to having them so much closer to us.   

 
 Heather’s sister, Hannah, is getting married on January 4. We are planning to take an early furlough around her 

wedding date. Tentatively, we will be in Lancaster, PA from mid-December to mid- January, and in Southern California 
from mid-January to mid-February. Lord willing, we will see many of you then! We look forward to that.  
 
We’d appreciate your prayers:  
 

 Praise God for His faithfulness to us and the ministry of 1Hope over the last year! Praise Him for being a God who 
chooses to work through His people – this is grace! 

 Praise God for saving and growing people through Living Hope Church, and please pray for continued gospel fruit. 

 Please pray that more believers will have a desire, overflowing from their appreciation of the gospel, to care for the 
many children in desperate need in this country. Please pray that God will give wisdom and sustaining grace to those 
who are already doing so.  

 Please pray for the futures of the babies in the care of Muphamuzi Baby Home. Please pray for godly adoptive/ foster 
families for those who need them, and for our ministry to the families of babies who have family still “in the picture.” 

 Please pray that there will be no more theft at the Baby Home. Please pray for the safety of our workers and babies.  

 Please pray for our ministry to Themba and his mother, and for our hearts as we attempt to walk this road faithfully. 

 Please pray that we will trust God continually, rest fully in His perfect plan, and be anxious for nothing.  

 
Thank-you very much! God bless you,  

Donovan and Heather Drew  



 

Information for those who would like to contribute to our ministry: 
 
All donations are tax-deductible. 
 
Donations towards Muphamuzi Baby Home: 
 
You can make an online donation to Muphamuzi Baby Home at www.1hopeministries.org/donate. The online 
form will give you the options of donating once, or of making automatically recurring donations either once a month 
or once a year (you can cancel recurring donations whenever you’d like to). Under “Select a Cause” there is a drop 
down menu from which you can select “Muphamuzi Baby Home.” 
 
Checks should be made out to “1Hope Ministries International”. If you would like to specify that your gift be directed 
to Muphamuzi Baby Home, please do so on the check’s memo line. Send your check to: 
 

1Hope Ministries International 
1 League, #60277 
Irvine, CA 92602 

 
Donations towards our ministry support: 
 
You can make an online donation towards our ministry support at www.ssmfi.org/Donate.aspx. Select “Drew, 
Donovan and Heather” from the drop down menu. The online form will give you the option of donating once or of 
making automatically recurring monthly donations (you can cancel recurring donations whenever you’d like to). 
 
If you’d like to donate by check, please make your check out to “Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators” and write our  
missionary account number, 5518, on the memo line. Mail your check to: 

 
Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators 
PO Box 53640 
Albuquerque, NM 87153-3640 

http://www.1hopeministries.org/donate
http://www.ssmfi.org/Donate.aspx

