
 

     
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you had a fantastic Christmas and are well. Happy New Year!  
 
We’ve now been in South Africa for almost 7 months! It’s amazing for us to think back over just how much has 
happened in the last year… At the beginning of December 2011 we had no children (well, we had 1 “in the oven”, but 
none “out and about!”), we were still in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and we still had to raise about 20% towards our 
absolute minimum ministry support. Now we’re in South Africa, actively involved in the ministry we had dreamed of 
serving in and had worked towards for years, and we have 2 kids! Yes – two kids! On November 14, Themba moved 
over from the Baby Home half of the house to our half of the house. He is not “officially” a part of our family yet, but we 
are living with him as a part of our family – as our son and Eliya’s brother. It’s been a joy! (Which is not to say it’s all 
been easy! But it has definitely been a joy.) The Lord has been very good to us! 
 
Themba used to be terrified of men – especially white men, and most especially big white men... Needless to say, 
Donovan wasn’t his favorite! He used to scream every time he walked in the room. By God’s grace though, that is no 
longer the case! Themba still takes a while to warm up to people he doesn’t know, especially men, but there is marked 
improvement. Once he does warm up, he’s a goofball!  
 
Eliya turned 1 on December 8 and Themba turned 2 on November 24. 
 

 
  
Ministry News:  
 
Many of you will remember us talking about the Willoughbys – missionaries in Pretoria and members of Living Hope 
Church that God so kindly allowed us to spend a lot of time with while they were on an extended furlough just 15 
minutes away from us in Pennsylvania. They are now back in Pretoria, and we are blessed to be enjoying their 
fellowship and ministering with them.  
 



 

One of the little girls we were caring for in Muphamuzi Baby Home is now back with her 
mother. Not all our babies are orphaned or abandoned. Some, like this little girl, are 
“vulnerable” – children who will be returned to their parents (if) once their parents are able to 
find their feet and provide for them. We’ve been able to get to know this little girl’s mom a 
little, and have had opportunity to help her in some practical ways and have shared the 
gospel with her. She has come to church with us a few times and she joined us for 
Thanksgiving dinner. Please pray for ongoing opportunities to minister to her!  
 

We have a new baby boy in the Home. This little guy came to us from a local hospital, where 
he had spent the previous month recovering from 2 broken femurs! His little legs are strong 
now and he has recently learned to crawl! He is very sweet and quick to smile.  
 
When 1Hope first launched Muphamuzi Baby Home one of the biggest concerns was that we 
would struggle to find permanent families for the babies in our care (adoption is nowhere 
near as common in South Africa as it is in the USA). We’ve been very pleasantly surprised 
though! As we’ve put word out to a number of friends and solid churches we have been 
blessed with several godly couples expressing an interest in adoption. Two of those couples 
are currently in the process of being screened to foster or adopt two of the babies in our care. 
The other two babies in our care are not currently available for adoption, which means we 

actually have a waiting list of couples eager to adopt! What has been a huge blessing too is seeing again and again that 
these couples know the Scriptures well and are primarily motivated to adopt out of the overflow of the grace God has 
shown them. Also, trust in the sovereignty of God and the support of their church families has helped some overcome a 
fear of their biological family’s disapproval. Good theology has very practical ramifications!   
 
We currently have 4 babies in Muphamuzi Baby Home: two girls (aged 6 months and 9 months) and two boys (also 
aged 6 months and 9 months). Though Themba is living as a part of our family, he is also technically in the care of 
Muphamuzi Home. 
 
Our caregivers have all taken vacation in December/ January and we have been blessed with an army of “respite 
caregivers” filling in for them: 3 weeks covered by 9 young adults from 3 churches. From December 23-26 the Baby 
Home babies stayed with families from Living Hope Church and shared in their Christmas celebrations. 

 
 
 
 
 
We continue to put a lot of time towards 
preparing for the very first Together for 
Adoption conference in South Africa. 
Your prayers are much appreciated! 

One of our Caregivers, Patricia (right), 
with volunteers from Hillcrest Baptist 

Church near Durban 

The Van Meter sisters, 
volunteers from Brackenhurst 

Baptist Church in Johannesburg 

The Willoughby family with the 
little girl who spent Christmas with 

them 



 

 Thanksgiving and Christmas:  
 
Thanksgiving is not a South African holiday. We 
really like the food though, and we love the 
practice of stopping to “count your blessings” 
and give thanks to God along with friends and 
family, so we will continue to celebrate it. This 
year we had two Americans join us, a Malawian, 
4 men from the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
and a South African (the mother of a baby who 
had been in the care of Muphamuzi Home). 
Heather made her first turkey, as well as her 
family’s special stuffing, and all came out a 
success! We had a blessed time! 
 
There is far less anticipation of Christmas here than there is in the USA. Very, 
very few homes put up lights, you hear far less Christmas music being played, 
and real Christmas trees are hard to find. Heather LOVES a cold, ideally 
“white” Christmas... Christmas this year though was around 90°F with about 
50% humidity! Needless to say, Christmas “felt” very different. That didn’t stop 
Heather from putting up her snowmen themed decorations though! We bought 
and decorated a Yellowwood, an indigenous South African tree we’ve decided 
we’ll keep and reuse every year as our African 
Christmas tree. We enjoyed a good time of 
fellowship with our church family on Christmas 
Eve, and spent Christmas day with Donovan’s 
mom, sister, and aunt.  
 

 
 
We’d appreciate your prayers: 
 

 Praise God for the privilege of being a family for Themba! Please pray we will be able to officially foster (and adopt!) 
him soon.  

 Please pray for the two babies in Muphamuzi Baby Home who have godly families currently seeking to foster/adopt 
them. Pray that the process will move ahead smoothly and quickly. Please also pray for the families – that God will 
give them peace through the ups and downs of a process that can be quite a rollercoaster in this country! 

 Please pray for the Together for Adoption conference – for preparations, promotion, financial provision, and of course, 
that God would use the conference in the lives of those who attend. 



 

 Muphamuzi Baby Home is pursuing licensing that will enable us to care for many more babies. Please pray that we 
will receive this license soon! 

 Two more interns are due to join us for a few months starting mid-January. Please pray for their ongoing visa 
applications! 

 Nixson Pasipanodya is a faithful member of our church currently studying to be a pastor. He is from Zimbabwe. 
Earlier this year his father came to stay with him here in Pretoria. During his time here Nixson saw a marked 
transformation in his dad. He had come to understand and embrace the gospel, and was filled with the joy of new life 
in Christ. He listened to sermon after sermon and spent hours reading his Bible – eager to learn and grow. He 
returned to his rural village in Zimbabwe a couple months ago. When he became critically ill on Christmas Eve, there 
was no way to get him to the hospital on time... He is now in glory! Praise God for saving Nixson’s dad! Please also 
pray for comfort for Nixson and his family during this difficult time.  

 
Thank-you very much! God bless you,  

Donovan and Heather Drew  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Current opportunities to contribute to our ministry: 
 

5X5 Initiative for Together for Adoption,  
South Africa 
 
5X5 Initiatives are intended to encourage people who would like to 
give but are discouraged because they can’t give “much”. God’s 
plan is not limited by our limited resources! He is the limitless One, 
Who owns the cattle on a thousand hills! And as we’re faithful to do 
what we can with what He has given us (especially as we do so 
together), I trust we’ll find that He will do what He so often does - 
use our very ordinary efforts in extraordinary ways... And He’ll get 
the glory!  
 

5X5 is a suggestion of what “giving what you can” to the Together for Adoption conference might look like: $5 a 
month, for 5 months (i.e.: giving $25 overall, but spreading it out so it’s less of a burden). Perhaps in your case it 
would be $5X1? Or $10X5? Whatever it is that you can give - every gift helps!   
 
The fundraising potential in an initiative like this is in getting numbers involved: $5X5 adds up very quickly if it 
becomes $5X5 X500 people! Will you help us by spreading the word and inviting others to consider this Initiative? 
Tell your friends, post about it on facebook, encourage your kids to save loose change for this purpose, etc… That 
said - please don’t twist any arms! We want people to be motivated by the opportunity to be used by God and to be 
a blessing, not by guilt! 
 
Most importantly: Whether you are in a position to give something financially or not, please join us in what is most 
important (and what we can all do!) - looking to God, through prayer, for His blessing in this fundraising effort and in 
bringing about fruit through this conference... 
 
Sponsor A Crib 
 
Our goal is to place the babies in our care 
with loving families as quickly as possible, 
and “sponsor a child” programs are 
therefore not very practical for our 
ministry. With “sponsor a crib” however, 
monthly donations will enable us to care for the baby sleeping in that particular crib at the time, and when that baby is 
placed in a family, ongoing donations will enable us to care for the next baby to enter the Baby Home and sleep in 
that same crib. We will provide donors with pictures, news updates, and specific prayer requests for each of the 
babies who occupy their sponsored cot/crib until the time of their placement with a family. With time, donors will be 
able to see that their donations have helped several children cross the bridge from orphaned or abandoned to 
cherished within a loving family. Sponsor a Crib donations are $40 a month, and we currently have 3 cribs in need of 
sponsorship. We welcome groups of friends to sponsor a crib together! For example, 4 friends could sponsor a crib 
together by each donating $10 a month.      

 
Building Additions to Muphamuzi Baby Home 
 
In the next few months we hope to make a several building additions to Muphamuzi Baby Home: building on a new 
baby bedroom so we can accommodate more babies in the Home, enlarging our baby “living room”, and building a 
wooden deck with railings as an outdoor baby play area. Other construction projects are also being planned. 
Donations towards these projects would be very much appreciated! 



 

 Information for those who would like to make financial donations: 
 
All donations are tax-deductible. 
 
If you sign up for on-going giving, please know that you can discontinue giving or make changes to your monthly  
giving amount at any time – please just let us know. 
 
Donations towards Muphamuzi Baby Home or the Together for Adoption South Africa conference: 
 
Checks should be made out to “1Hope Ministries International”. If you would like to specify which need you would 
like to give to, please do so on your check’s memo line. Send your check to: 
 

1Hope Ministries International 
1 League, #60277 
Irvine, CA 92602 

 
Donations towards our ministry support: 
 
You can make an online donation to our ministry at www.ssmfi.org/Donate.aspx. The online form will  
give you the option of donating once or of making automatically recurring monthly donations (you can cancel 
recurring donations whenever you’d like to). 
 
If you’d like to donate by check, please make your check out to “Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators” and write our  
missionary account number, 5518, on the memo line. Mail your check to: 

 
Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators 
PO Box 53640 
Albuquerque, NM 87153-3640 

http://www.ssmfi.org/Donate.aspx

