
 

Dear Friends,                            
 
Merry Christmas!! 
 
We have several praises to share: 
 
Family News: 
 
Four Children! Baby Reneilwe (Rene) was in the care of Muphamuzi Baby Home from late January. Some of you may 
remember that our family cared for her for a week over Easter, when Baby Home Caregivers were on leave around the 
holiday. Our family is now Rene’s “place of safety” (since Sunday, 27 November), and Lord willing, we will be taking her 
into our foster care early next year. In South Africa, foster care is a 2 year placement. After the 2 years, depending on 
the details of each child's case, the child may be returned to the care of biological family (if biological family are willing 
and able to care for the child), the child may be placed in foster care again, or the child may be eligible for adoption. We 
are committed to caring for this little girl as long as she needs a family. She is very sweet! She can be very affectionate 
and quite a goofball too. She has just started walking, and despite only having two teeth so far, is a very enthusiastic 
eater! She will be a year old in January. 
 
The older kids have embraced Rene wonderfully, though Jensen is still adjusting to no longer being the one who gets 
the most of Mama’s attention…   
 
Please pray with us as we seek to grow in patience and servant-heartedness, and as we seek to be consistent and 
diligent in raising these precious kids, day by day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Heather’s Permanent Residency: After 20 months of waiting, Heather finally has her South African Permanent 
Residency! We are very thankful to have this finalized now, especially since Heather’s visa expired a few days before 
the Permanent Residency arrived.  Thank-you to all of you who prayed! 



 

An Apartment for our Family: We have been hoping and praying towards being able to buy a home for some time 
now: we think it is a great way to save, simply by having an existing monthly expense (rent) become an appreciating 
investment, and by reducing our monthly expenses longer-term… We have now bought an apartment! It is in the 
complex we have been living in for the last year, and we love this complex! As we shared when we first moved in here, 
the complex is well maintained, it has good security, and it has a nice lawn and a pool that our kids enjoy. Members of 
our church live in two other apartments in this complex, so we are blessed with living in community with them 
throughout the week (this has been such a joy!). And the complex is very strategically located for ministry - close to 
many other people in our church, a block from the park where our church does weekly outreach, etc. The apartment 
we bought has 3 bedrooms (one more bedroom than our current apartment), which will be a big help with 4 kids. It is 
also on the ground floor, which will be very convenient (we’re pretty excited about this after a year living on the 3rd 
floor! ). We will begin moving in on 29 December.  
 
We were absolutely amazed by God’s provision for us in buying this property! There were a number of factors that 
combined to cause the banks to view us as particularly “high risk” (Heather didn’t have her permanent residency yet, 
our income comes 100% from overseas, etc), and the banks all expected at least a 50% deposit on the property price 
before being willing to consider us for a Home Loan. Several friends and family stepped forward and gave very 
generous gifts towards a deposit, and by God’s grace, we were able to put down a deposit of 55%! Even still, most 
banks were not interested in offering us a loan, but by God’s grace, there was one that did! We praise God! 
 

 
Ministry News: 
 
Baptisms: We praise God for 3 baptisms in November. Anderson is originally from the DRC and Nilla is originally from 
Zimbabwe. Both are teenagers who have been faithfully involved in the church despite their parents not attending. Emily 
is an American young lady who interned with us earlier this year and returned to live with the Mack family for a few 
months. All 3 have been a huge encouragement to us in their eagerness to learn, grow, and serve.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: The door to our new apartment. Right: The view from the apartment door. The complex’s pool is behind the fence 
at the top of the slope, and there is a nice-sized lawn area to the right of the pool. 



 

New Members: Living Hope Church welcomed 27 new members earlier this month – almost doubling our church membership! We 
are seeking to paint a vision for committed and “meaningful” church membership, and we are thankful for how many in the church 
are responding.  
 
Ministry Training: We have a group of over 30 men and women who are going through a 14 month training course in biblical 
counselling that our church is running. We are very excited for how it will impact our church family to have so many people better 
equipped to apply God’s Word in their own lives and in ministering God’s Word to others. 
 
Christmas Celebration: This event has become a tradition for our church family, and a highlight of each year. Initially it began as 
an “International Meal,” in which people from the church brought dishes from their respective countries and cultures to share. We 
have since added special music, congregational singing, and Scripture readings to the night. It is a wonderful mix of “family time,” 
encouragement and worship as we reflect on our Saviour and sing to Him, and outreach, as many of our people bring friends and 
family along with them, and the night is filled with gospel truth.    

 

1Hope4Africa Interns: 
 

Danielle Höchsmann is from Hünfeld, about 1½ hours Northeast of Frankfurt, Germany. She served with us  

from the end of September to 19 December. Danielle’s older sister, Hannah, interned with us in 2015. 
 

Micha Busch is from a small village about an hour from Cologne, in the West of Germany. He has been 
serving with us since early October, and will be with us until August next year.  
 

Do you know of anyone who might be interested in interning with us? We always have need for lady interns in 
particular, who serve primarily in Muphamuzi Baby Home and are a big help in reducing the running expenses 
of the home. This is a big need at the moment, as we have no Baby Home interns lined up for 2017! Interns 
are immersed in the life of Living Hope Church during their time with us, and discipleship is a key component 
of all our internships. If you would like more information or have any questions, please contact Sarah Ray at 
sarah.ray.1hope@gmail.com. 
 

We are very thankful for your prayers and support. God bless you,  
 

Donovan & Heather, Themba, Eliya, Jensen, & Rene 

Top Left: Heather provided food for the Spain Table at the Christmas Celebration. Bottom Left: Heather, and our friends from 
Mexico, Isaac and Ana, sang a Spanish song. Bottom Middle and Bottom Right: Heather put together a mini children’s program for 

the Christmas Celebration and Themba and Eliya participated. 
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