
 

Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you are well! Here is some news from us: 
 
Family News: 
 
We are enjoying our new apartment! We moved in just after Christmas. God was so kind to us in providing for our family 
in this way. If you missed our last newsletter, you can read more about that story by clicking here.  
 
Rene has settled into our family so well! She is a lot of fun, and we are all enjoying her very much. Our family has been 
Rene’s “place of safety” since Sunday, 27 November. Please pray that she can be placed into our foster care soon – we 
are waiting on a court date, and we have been told the foster care court is working through a significant backlog and it 
will likely be a long time before we can get an appointment. (In South Africa, foster care is a 2 year placement. After 
the 2 years, depending on the details of each child's case, the child may be returned to the care of biological family (if 
biological family are willing and able to care for the child), the child may be placed in foster care again, or the child may 
be eligible for adoption. We are committed to caring for this little girl as long as she needs a family.)  
 
Themba is in Grade 1 at Sunnyside Primary School, just down the road from us (we walk him to and from school). He is 
reveling in being the only sibling old enough to go to school! (Most days, that is. Sometimes he is a bit jealous of what 
his siblings get to do when he isn’t home. :)) Eliya is doing Grade R (Kindergarten) at home with Heather, and is loving 
it. Jensen turns two in a few weeks. He is “talking” a lot these days, but not much of it is intelligible. :) Rene is walking 
up a storm now, and loves taking things out of any drawers and cupboards she can reach…  
 

 
 

Ministry News: 
 
A New Venue for Living Hope Church! A Praise Report from Josh Mack:  

We couldn’t make it happen. It felt like every door was closed even before we started knocking. We were getting 
to the point where we honestly didn’t know what to do. 

Our church had outgrown our current facility. The landlords were raising the rent once again. And yet, there 
seemed to be literally no options, anywhere near where our church lives. 

But God! 

God has been so kind to us and made a way where there seemed to be no way. It’s kind of a long story, but to 
make it simple, let’s say this: Out of the blue, a friend of one our elders called and let him know of a church that 
would love to have us use their facility.  

https://drewsministry.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/drewsnewsletterdecember2016.pdf
https://livinghopechurch.co.za/


 

Top: The hall we will use for our Sunday Worship Services. Bottom Left: The kitchen at the back of the hall. 
Bottom Middle: The foyer. Bottom Right: A smaller hall we will use for children’s ministry and crèche (nursery). 

It really is amazing. The hall can seat about 300 people. It has clean bathrooms—with toilet paper! (If you visited 
us at the place where we meet now, you would understand why that’s such a praise.) We can access it earlier and 
have it for longer. It has an entire extra hall, inside, for us to host our children’s ministries and crèche. It has a full 
kitchen we can use as well. It is only two kilometres from where we meet now. It is closer to the University of 
Pretoria and the train station. It is located on a major street with great visibility and easy access. They are going to 
let us put up signs for our church and even use the facility a couple nights a week. And, it is R1,000 per month 
less than the place where we meet now! 

If you have been praying for us, thank you! God has answered your prayers! 

We are very thankful! Lord willing, our first Sunday in this new facility will be Sunday, 2 April. 

 
 
 
 

    
 Upcoming Visit to the USA: 
 

Lord willing, we will be in the USA from the end of June to the end of July. We look forward to seeing friends and 
family! (Unfortunately, we won’t be able to see everyone we would love to see - with Themba now in school, this is the 
longest trip we are able to make.) We will let you know more details soon, but here is an outline of our likely itinerary: 

 

 Pennsylvania & Maryland: From around 24 June to around 4 July  

 Oregon & Washington: From around 5 July to around 14 July (Heather’s brother, Ryan gets married on 8 July!) 

 California: From around 15 July to around 25 July 
 



 

There are several hurdles to overcome if we are to be able to make this visit: Rene must be officially placed in our foster 
care (soon!), then we need to get a birth certificate and passport for her, and we must get permission from the South 
African department of Social Welfare to travel out of the country with her. We would appreciate your prayers. 
 
We are very thankful for all your prayers and support! God bless you,  
 
Donovan & Heather, Themba, Eliya, Jensen, & Rene 
 
 
Notes on the pictures below: 
 

Top Left: One of our desires is to be an encouragement to churches in contexts with less resources. We enjoyed 
hosting friends from out of town so that they can participate in Biblical Counselling classes here in Pretoria (one week in 
January and one week in February). Bruce and Karabo are pastors, and Nkululeko serves as a deacon in his church. 
Top Middle: Kennedy Kachingwe (one of the leaders serving with Newton Chilingulo at Reformation Bible Church in 
Lilongwe, Malawi) also came to Pretoria for these classes, and stayed with the Mack family. During his time here we 
enjoyed a fellowship time with local pastors and men aspiring to pastoral ministry. Top Right: A recent Ladies’ Ministries 
event at Living Hope Church, kicking off the theme the ladies will be studying in Ladies’ Bible Studies this year: the 
attributes of God. Middle: Heather taught the devotional at the Baby Shower for a dear friend in our church, who is from 
Mexico. She enjoyed doing some of the teaching in Spanish.   Bottom: The 1Hope4Africa team. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


