
 

     
 
 
 
Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you are well.  
 
Life is very busy right now - this letter will be briefer than usual and more to the point! There’s a lot to fill you in on and to 
ask for prayer for, so I will try and summarize as best I can. 
 
Two babies placed in loving, Christian families: 
 
This is a HUGE praise! We are so encouraged by both these couples – their love for Christ, and the love they have for 
these babies already. It has also been very encouraging to see how their church families have wrapped around them 
and are walking alongside them in this journey.  

  
Three new babies in Muphamuzi Baby Home: 
 
2 more baby boys and 1 more baby girl are now in our 
care. We currently have 5 babies: two girls (aged 5 

months and 8 months) and 
three boys (aged 11 
months, 13 months, and 
18 months). Though 
Themba is living as a part 
of our family, he is also 
technically in the care of 
Muphamuzi Baby Home. 

 

An Update on Themba: 
 
We can’t get into the details, but after a couple court appointments it’s become 
clear that the journey to officially fostering Themba could be quite a lengthy one. 
We are very thankful we can provide this little boy with a family environment even 
as we wait to see how things unfold. He is lots of fun and a blessing to us! Since 
his haircut, a lot of people have taken to calling him “Mr. T.” 



 

New Muphamuzi Baby Home Intern: 
 
Alyssa Driedger joined us on January 18 and will be with us until May 10. She 
grew up at Crossway Church, our home church in Lancaster, PA, and is taking a 
semester off from studying Biblical Counseling at Montana Bible College in order 
to serve with us. She has dived into her duties here with enthusiasm and has 
been a blessing already.  
 

 
The Together for Adoption, South Africa conference is a week away! Please be praying! This is a very busy week. We 
are praying many people will come to the conference and God will use it greatly in their lives. The goal of the 
conference is to “magnify the grace of God and mobilize the church for orphan care.” Pray that those who come may 
grow in “know[ing] the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge” (Ephesians 3), grow in zeal for good works (Titus 2:13-
14), and grow in biblical wisdom as they seek to care for orphans in various ways - for their joy, the glory of Christ, and 
the good of the many orphans in this country. The conference website is www.adoptionconference.co.za.  
  
Licensing to enable us to care for more babies: 
 
The nutshell update is that we have to rezone our property before we can care for more than 6 babies at a time, and 
this will likely be complicated, pricey, and take over a year. Because we have to rezone, we have also had to put 
various plans for additions to Muphamuzi Home on hold, also for probably a year or so. This is disappointing, but we 
know God’s timing is perfect and it is all in His hands.  
 
We’d appreciate your prayers: 
 

 Praise God for the Christ-centered families He provided for two of our babies! Pray for wisdom for the parents, and 
that the babies will settle into their new families smoothly.  

 Praise God for the privilege He has given us of being a family for Themba!  

 Please pray for the Together for Adoption conference. 

 We’ve both been a bit overwhelmed at times lately, and I (Donovan) can get a bit paralyzed when that happens. But 
our God is on His throne, He is working all things together for our good and His glory, He gives us all the grace we 
need, and He can use our far-from-perfect efforts to bless others and magnify Himself. Please pray we will trust those 
truths whole-heartedly, with consistency, and will press on with what we have before us, dependant on and confident 
in God’s enabling grace.  

 
Thank-you very much! God bless you,  

Donovan and Heather Drew  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.adoptionconference.co.za/


 

Current opportunities to contribute to our ministry: 
 
Sponsor A Crib 
 
Our goal is to place the babies in our care 
with loving families as quickly as possible, 
and “sponsor a child” programs are 
therefore not very practical for our 
ministry. With “sponsor a crib” however, 
monthly donations will enable us to care 
for the baby sleeping in that particular crib at the time, and when that baby is placed in a family, ongoing donations 
will enable us to care for the next baby to enter the Baby Home and sleep in that same crib. We will provide donors 
with pictures, news updates, and specific prayer requests for each of the babies who occupy their sponsored cot/crib 
until the time of their placement with a family. With time, donors will be able to see that their donations have helped 
several children cross the bridge from orphaned or abandoned to cherished within a loving family. Sponsor a Crib 
donations are $40 a month, and we currently have 3 cribs in need of sponsorship. We welcome groups of friends to 
sponsor a crib together! For example, 4 friends could sponsor a crib together by each donating $10 a month.      

 

 Information for those who would like to make donations: 
 
All donations are tax-deductible. 
 
If you sign up for on-going giving, please know that you can discontinue giving or make changes to your monthly  
giving amount at any time – please just let us know. 
 
Donations towards Muphamuzi Baby Home or the Together for Adoption South Africa conference: 
 
Checks should be made out to “1Hope Ministries International”. If you would like to specify which need you would 
like to give to, please do so on your check’s memo line. Send your check to: 
 

1Hope Ministries International 
1 League, #60277 
Irvine, CA 92602 

 
Donations towards our ministry support: 
 
You can make an online donation to our ministry at www.ssmfi.org/Donate.aspx. The online form will  
give you the option of donating once or of making automatically recurring monthly donations (you can cancel 
recurring donations whenever you’d like to). 
 
If you’d like to donate by check, please make your check out to “Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators” and write our  
missionary account number, 5518, on the memo line. Mail your check to: 

 
Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators 
PO Box 53640 
Albuquerque, NM 87153-3640 

http://www.ssmfi.org/Donate.aspx

