
 

Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you are well. 
 
Family news: 
 
Heather is now 8 months 
pregnant.  Baby Drew is due 
around 10 March. Any guesses 
as to whether Baby Drew is a boy 
or a girl? 

 
Our brother-in-law, Vinson, flew 
back to the USA on 4 February. 
Vinson is American, and Donovan’s sister, Kerry is South 
African. They were married in May 2014 and have been 
living here waiting on some paperwork Kerry needs before she can move to the 
States. She is still waiting. Kerry will stay with us until her green card arrives. For 
their sake, please pray that this will all be finalized soon! It has been a huge 
blessing having Kerry and Vinson in Pretoria over the last 8 months, both to us 
personally and to our church and the Muphamuzi Baby Home. They have been 
very active in fellowship, hospitality, and service, and will be very missed!  
 
We are very thankful to report that a recurring prayer request has been answered! 
Heather now has her renewed visa! It took 9 months longer than it was supposed 
to take(!), but we are grateful to have it.  

 

Right and Bottom Right: Aunty Kerry used a pen to give Eliya facial hair 
“like Daddy.” The clean-up took much longer than expected, and she 
decided that such artwork would never be repeated just before leaving for 
church in the future! Below: Water fun. Bottom Left and Bottom Middle: 
Themba and Eliya really enjoyed this tortoise in the gardens at a local 

restaurant. 



 

Our church rents a Lutheran church building on Sunday afternoons. The rent 
is expensive, and we are only able to rent one room, for one service. It’s been 
a big desire to get a children’s church/ children’s Sunday school going since 
we began as a church, 5 years ago, and really a big need to get a crèche 
(nursery) and children’s church in place so that parents (and those around 
them!) can be allowed to focus more on the Sunday sermons without 

distractions. We’ve learned to make do with noisy toddlers and even a few adventuresome “explorers” making their 
way up front during the preaching. Many moms and dads have tried sitting with their kids on the lawn outside and 
listening to the sermon as well as they can from there, but that is not an 
option when there is bad weather, and it’s pretty difficult to listen well from 
outside on the best of days. For parents of younger children, this has 
meant months at a time that they are missing much of the sermons… It’s a 
huge praise that we now have a crèche (nursery) for kids aged 0-2 and a 
children’s church for kids aged 3-5. We still don’t have rooms to use for 
these purposes, but we have “easy-ups”! (Necessity is the mother of 
invention! ) We set up the easy-ups (simple tents) in the yard outside the 
church building before the Sunday service and take them down after. 
Teams of workers each serve in this ministry once a month, and it has 
been wonderful to see so many willing and eager to serve in this way. The 
opportunity this all provides to get more of our church involved in ministry 
and service is another huge blessing! 

 
Antony Zuze is new to our church, and we are very excited to have him with us! Antony is 
from Malawi, and has come to South Africa to study at Christ Seminary. Christ Seminary is a 
solid school and draws students from all over South Africa and several nearby countries. One 
of our elders in development, Nickson Pasipanodya, is a 4th year student there, and Newton 
Chilingulo, one of our former pastors whom we have sent out as a church planter to Malawi, 
is a graduate. Thanks to the school connection, Antony met up with Newton in Malawi. 
Newton encouraged Antony to find a good church to be a part of during his seminary years 
and suggested he connect with Living Hope Church. He’s only been with us for a few weeks, 

but it’s been very encouraging getting to know him. He is showing himself to be studious and eager to glorify God in 
ministry. What a privilege to have another opportunity to invest in a man preparing for vocational ministry! 

Left: The Children’s Church easy-up. Right: Inside the children’s church (top), and the crèche (bottom). 



 

Mission Malawi news: 
 
Speaking of Malawi: We have good news regarding Newton and 
Vanessa Chilingulo and their church planting efforts in Lilongwe, 
Malawi!  
 
Aya was the very first baby in Muphamuzi Baby Home, and she has 
been in Newton and Vanessa’s foster care for 2 ½ years as they 
pursued her adoption. Her adoption was finalized on 26 January! The 
process was long, with many ups and downs, and the Chilingulos are 
thrilled and relieved that it is finally complete. Aya will now be known as 
“Chisomo” which means “Grace” in Chichewa (a Malawian language). 
 
A Reformed Baptist missionary from the USA has asked Newton to take over the church plant he started in Lilongwe. 
“Reformation Bible Church” is very young and its numbers are small, but this small flock offers Newton a core group 
with whom he can start building a healthy church, and that is a huge “jump start” and blessing! Newton is especially 
excited about a zealous, ministry-minded young man in the congregation whom he believes will be a big help to him.  
 
We hope to take a team of 12-14 people to visit the Chilingulos and minister alongside them for about a week in June. 
Donovan is helping to organize this missions trip. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The “African Bible Training Centre” is a new ministry of 1Hope, aiming to help train lay 
people with an intensive overview of the entire Bible. Classes meet more or less every 
second week, for about 20 sessions per year. The full course will be two years long, 
with one year devoted to each testament of the Bible. Living Hope Church pastor, Josh 
Mack is the teacher. 

 
Our first night was Thursday, 29 January, and we had 47 people in attendance from 3 different churches! More 
people have said they’ll be joining us for week 2. Please pray with us for God’s blessing on this ministry! We don’t 
expect everyone to be able to complete the entire course, but we’d love for as many as possible to do so. Please pray 
for changed lives, and that students will be well equipped for service in their churches and for discipling others.  



 

Interns: 
 
Two new interns are here! 
 
Hannah Hochsmann (left in the picture at right) is from Bibelgemeinde Nordrhön 
(Nordrhön Bible Church) in Hünfeld, about an hour and a half Northeast of Frankfurt, 
Germany. She arrived on 14 January and is with us until 6 April. 
 
Alexandra Sciarra is from Grace Church of Orange in Orange County, California. She 
arrived on 20 January and is with us until 19 May. 

 
   We’d appreciate your prayers:  

 

 Praise God that Heather now has her renewed visa! 

 Please pray for the safe and healthy arrival of baby Drew, and please pray things go well for Mama Drew, too. D-Day 
is 10 March. 

 We love and enjoy our children, but too often we find ourselves less patient with them than we should be. With a third 
almost here, and the loss of sleep that arrival promises, we are feeling a little overwhelmed and unready at times. 
Please pray for strength, that we will find peace and confidence in God’s faithfulness, that we will be patient and 
gracious with our children, and that God will grant us the wisdom we need in shepherding them.   

 Praise God for the children’s ministry at Living Hope Church! This ministry is not yet even a month old, so please pray 
things will run smoothly as everyone gets used to their roles and this ministry gets established. 

With the interns and a group of young (and youngish!) adults from our church at a recent day trip to Pilanesberg 
Game Reserve. This was a wonderful day spent enjoying God’s creation, fellowship with one another, and 

making a joyful noise singing praise songs on our way home! 



 

 Please pray for continued gospel fruit from the ministry of Living Hope Church. 

 Please pray for the ongoing process of training and establishing new leaders within Living Hope Church. Pray for 
Antony Zuze and Nickson Pasipanodya as they study at seminary.  

 Praise God for Chisomo’s finalized adoption! And praise Him for the small flock Newton is now able to shepherd and 
work with in seeking to establish a healthy and mature, biblical church in Lilongwe, Malawi. Please pray for gospel 
fruit from his ministry efforts.  

 African Bible Training Centre: Please pray that the students will come to love God’s Word more and love the God of 
the Word more. Pray that they will be well equipped to study the Bible themselves and to disciple others. 

 Please pray for the futures of the babies in the care of Muphamuzi Baby Home. Please pray for godly adoptive/ foster 
families for the babies who need them, and for our ministry to the families of babies who have family still “in the 
picture.” 

 Please pray with us for an increase in our ministry support, and praise God with us for His faithful provision to date. 

 
Thank-you very much! God bless you,  

Donovan and Heather Drew  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Information for those who would like to contribute to our ministry: 
 
Donations towards our ministry support are tax-deductible. 
 
You can make an online donation towards our ministry support at 
www.ssmfi.org/Donate. Select “Donovan and Heather Drew” from 
the drop down menu. The online form will give you the option of 
donating once or of making automatically recurring monthly donations 
(you can cancel recurring donations whenever you’d like to). 
 
If you’d like to donate by check, please make your check out to 
“Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators” and write our  
missionary account number, 5518, on the memo line. Mail your check 
to: 
 

Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators  
6739 Academy Road NE, Suite 320  
Albuquerque, NM 87109  

 
 
 

http://www.ssmfi.org/Donate


 

Donations towards Muphamuzi Baby Home or Mission Malawi: 
 
You can make a tax-deductible donation to Muphamuzi Baby Home and/or Mission Malawi (Newton Chilingulo church 
planting in Lilongwe, Malawi) at www.1hopeministries.org/donate. The online form will give you the options of 
donating once, or of making automatically recurring donations either once a month or once a year (you can cancel 
recurring donations whenever you’d like to). Under “Select a Cause” there is a drop down menu from which you can 
select either “Muphamuzi Baby Home” or “Mission Malawi.” 
 
Checks should be made out to “1Hope Ministries International”. If you would like to specify that your gift be directed to 
Muphamuzi Baby Home or to Mission Malawi, please do so on the check’s memo line. Send your check to: 
 
1Hope Ministries International 
1 League, #60277 
Irvine, CA 92602 
 
 

Sponsor-a-Cot is an opportunity to contribute towards the ministry of 
Muphamuzi Baby Home on an ongoing basis. Your donation of R500 
($50) goes towards helping us care for the baby sleeping in your 
sponsored cot. When that baby is placed with a family, your donation 
helps us care for the next baby to sleep in your sponsored cot… 
Donors receive regular updates and prayer requests for the baby 
sleeping in their cot. For more information, please visit 
www.1hope4africa.com or click here.  

 

http://www.1hopeministries.org/donate
http://www.1hope4africa.com/
http://www.1hope4africa.com/index.php/component/content/article/2-uncategorised/316-sponsor-a-cot

