
 

     
 
 
 

Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you enjoyed a blessed Christmas season. Happy New Year! 
 
Our baby is here!  Eliya Grace Drew was born on December 8 at 8:03pm. She weighed 8 pounds 1 ounce, and was 
20.5 inches long.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A lot of people have been wondering about how to pronounce our daughter’s name. What we were after is “Eh-lee-
ya”. Like Elijah (which is pronounced differently, we know!), her name means “Yahweh is God.” As is typically the 
case, these first few weeks have been exhausting, but they have also been filled with much joy. Christmas with 
Heather’s family was a particularly fun time – her parents and siblings are thoroughly enjoying being grandparents, 



 

aunts, and uncle respectively. Donovan’s sister and parents are thankful for Skype, and eagerly awaiting meeting 
Eliya in person. This whole season has been a reminder to us of the greatness of God, the miracle and value of 
human life (created in the image of God!), and the truth that God is constantly putting Himself on display through His 
creation.  
 
Newton, Malawi, and African Missionaries to Africa 
 
Newton Chilingulo is originally from Malawi. He studied at Christ Seminary, a biblically solid 4 year college in South 
Africa that trains men for pastoral ministry, and studied biblical counseling at Grace School of Ministry too. He’s been 
interning at Living Hope Church for about a year, with the specific goal of being mentored in ministry for two years 
before being sent out to plant a church in his home country. Part of Josh Mack’s vision for Living Hope Church from 
the very beginning was discipling and mentoring African men in ministry before sending them out as “African 
missionaries to Africa.” At the end of November, Josh and Newton, along with Andre DeWit (part of the 1Hope team) 
and Josh’s two oldest daughters, McKenna and Cambria, travelled to Malawi in order to do some scouting and make 
a few ministry connections for Newton. Josh and Newton were also able to teach at a pastor’s conference in a rural 
part of the country. For more about this trip and the vision of African missionaries to Africa, see the blog posts Josh 
Mack wrote before and after the trip.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tmai.org/southafrica
http://www.gracefellowship.co.za/biblical_counselling
http://joshnmarda.wordpress.com/2011/11/20/mid-november-update-letter/
http://joshnmarda.wordpress.com/2011/12/08/random-thoughts-7/


 

God’s Power Baptist Church building expansion: 
 

We visited God’s Power Baptist, a church in 1Hope’s Mercy Network, when we were in South Africa this summer. It 
was a huge blessing! Pastor Martin Seliane faithfully preaches God’s Word, is a genuine shepherd to his flock, and is 
very proactive in his outreach efforts. The church is very loving, and they were incredibly warm and gracious hosts.  
 
Located in a shanty town just outside Senekal, Free State, this church has few material resources. As more and more 
people began to attend services, their small corrugated iron building became more than a little cramped…1Hope 
raised the funds to buy the materials, and a team from Living Hope Church travelled down to Senekal in early 
November to partner with members of God’s Power Baptist in expanding their building. This expansion makes room 
for 60 more attendees, doubling their previous seating capacity! One of the major goals of our Mercy Network is 
encouraging this type of church-to-church partnership.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the construction team, made up of 
members of God’s Power Baptist Church 
and Living Hope Church. Pastor Martin 

Seliane is wearing a navy blue polo shirt 
and shorts (he’s the guy who’s about to be 

hit on the head with a hammer! ) 

http://1hope4africa.com/mercy-network
http://g.co/maps/63npa


 

In our last letter we shared the great news that God 
had provided the full $115,000 needed to buy a house 
to serve as Muphamuzi Baby Home. Since then, 
1Hope has purchased a house (450 Van Heerden 
Street, Capital Park, Pretoria) and renovations are well 
under way! We have been so encouraged to see God's 
continued provision for this ministry as donation after 
donation towards the Home's renovation has come in. 
All renovation and furnishing costs have now been 
raised for the Home itself! 

 

 
In addition to the actual Baby Home, we need to renovate the building in the backyard into housing for Baby Home staff 
and interns. A missions team from California arrives in Pretoria on February 4th to help with this project - praise God! 
We need to raise around $15,000 for these renovations, ideally before the missions team arrives.  

 

 
Lord willing, the renovations to the Baby Home itself will be completed mid-January and we will be caring for 
orphaned babies by the end of the month! The Baby Home staff are all committed members of Living Hope Church, 
and are ready to begin as soon as the Home opens. Newton and his wife, Vanessa, will oversee the Home until we 
arrive in May. The Baby Home dedication with the Living Hope Church family will be held on January 22nd, 2012, 
with an Open House to follow on February 11th. Incredible, isn’t it?!  
  
If you would like to make a donation towards the renovation of the staff and interns’ housing for Muphamuzi Baby 
Home, please see the information page attached to this letter for details about how to do so. Thank-you!  
 

  

http://g.co/maps/ftzgt
http://g.co/maps/ftzgt


 

1Hope Shipment to South Africa: 
 
Shipping to South Africa is expensive, but it is much better value for money if one ships large amounts at once. Since 
we are already shipping our personal belongings to South Africa, we want to seize the opportunity to ship over as 
many supplies for 1Hope as we can. We will be shipping second-hand clothing for 1Hope’s clothing Centre (the 
Clothing Centre provides second-hand clothing at very affordable prices for refugee families and others in financial 
need and is also a small business start-up for a couple ladies in Living Hope Church), blankets (which we distribute to 
those who need them at the beginning of each winter), backpacks (which we distribute to low income children, filled 
with school supplies, before each school year begins), books (for discipleship and ministry training purposes), and 
various supplies for Muphamuzi Baby Home. Please consider donating items towards this shipment. 
 
Crossway, our church here in Lancaster, PA, has graciously agreed to allow us to store all these items on their 
property as we prepare for the shipment. All mailed-in items must arrive by February 29. If you live nearby, donated 
items can also be dropped off in person on February 18 and 19. If you would like to donate items for this 1Hope 
shipment, please see the information page attached to this letter. It will give you all the details you need.  
 
The months ahead: 
 
The ball is really rolling now! We’re in the midst of organizing shipping details and getting our ducks in a row to 
move. February is our last month in our Lancaster, PA, apartment, and then we’re on the road for a few months . 
Lord willing, we’ll arrive in South Africa in May: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* This trip will allow Heather to visit with dear friends she grew up with as a missionary kid in Spain (she hasn’t 
visited in 6 years), and for Donovan to become acquainted with this huge part of Heather’s “world.” Visiting Spain 
en route to South Africa is more economical than a trip there would otherwise be. 
 
Progress towards our Ministry Support Goals:  
 
We are so thankful for God’s provision! We have seen a great deal of progress towards our ministry support goals. 
 
We have 59% of our on-going ministry support committed – that’s 93% of our minimum support! (the minimum we’ll 
need for our first year or two of ministry in South Africa, as a couple with 1 child) This is a huge praise not only 
because of the progress, but because of the timing - we begin relying on ministry support for our everyday provision 
next month! 
 
Another huge praise: 100% of what we need to cover our start-up costs has come in!  
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Some may ask: with our one-time, start-up goal reached, can we still use one-time gifts? Definitely! One-time gifts 
from here on out will serve two ends – helping cover any short-fall in our on-going support due to fluctuations in giving 
or the exchange rate between the USA and South Africa, and helping to fund various ministry efforts (such as the 
church expansion for God’s Power Baptist Church, described above).  
 
If you would like to donate towards our ministry support, please see the information page attached to this letter for 
details about how to do so. Thank-you!  
 
We’d appreciate your prayers: 
 

 Praise God for the birth and health of baby Eliya! Please pray for our on-going adjustment to parenthood. 

 We have so little time left here in Lancaster, Pennsylvania! Please pray for wisdom to make the most of it and for 
quality times with family and dear friends.  

 Please pray for the success of the 1Hope shipment. 

 Praise God for His amazing provision for Muphamuzi Home! Please pray for provision for the renovation of the staff 
and interns’ housing. 

 Praise God for the ministry support we have raised to date, and pray for the provision of the rest of our needed 
ministry support. 

 Please pray that we would trust God continually, rest fully in His perfect plan, and be anxious for nothing.  

 
Thank-you very much! God bless you,  

Donovan and Heather Drew  
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 Information for those who would like to donate items for the 1Hope Shipment: 
 

If you live locally and would like to drop off items at the Crossway Church property you may do so on Saturday, February 18, 

from 8am to noon, and Sunday, February 19, from 12:15pm to 3pm. 

 

You can also mail in donations. The mailing address is:  

 

1Hope Shipment 

C/O Crossway Church 

318 Barbara St,  

Millersville PA 17551 

 

Please make sure “1Hope Shipment” is clearly marked on any packages you mail in or drop off!  

 

Please pack donated items in boxes. List everything in each box (eg: 2 t-shirts, 1 pair jeans, etc) on a sheet of paper and place 

the list inside the box, on top of your donated items (so it’s the first thing we’ll see when we open the box).  

 

In order to make it on time for the shipment, all mailed-in donated items must arrive at the above address by February 29. Any 

items which arrive after that will be donated to the local Salvation Army.  

 

Donated Items that would be helpful to us: 

 

Clothing, blankets, and backpacks: We're looking for good quality second-hand clothing, blankets, and backpacks - without 

holes, fraying, or evident stains, and with any zippers/ buttons/ clips/ elastic/ velcro still intact and functional. We can use 

clothing from infant through adult XL sizes (please no XXL or larger), and both casual and formal clothing. Maternity clothing is 

also helpful, as are good quality shoes (including soccer cleats) up to US size 12 (please no larger). South African winters can 

get quite cold, so thick sweaters, scarves, and beanies are appreciated, but since snow is very rare snow jackets, snow boots, 

and other snow attire are not helpful. Please do not donate second-hand socks or underwear.    

 

Blankets may be anything from infant blankets to full-sized adult blankets, and we can use sleeping bags too.  

 

Backpacks should be fitting for their intended use (for students to carry their school supplies) - very large hiking backpacks are 

not helpful.  

 

Books: The cover and all pages of donated books should be intact (if the dust jacket of a hardcover is missing, that’s fine). 

Pages can include highlighting and notes from previous readers, but the highlighting and notes should not obscure the text. The 

following books would be helpful to us: 

 Bibles or New Testaments of any English translation except the King James Version (the KJV is too difficult to understand 

for many people speaking English as a second language) 

 Any books by Sovereign Grace Ministries authors 

 Any CCEF, New Growth Press, Shepherd Press, or IX Marks books or booklets 

 Any books by John Piper, John MacArthur, RC Sproul, Sinclair Ferguson, D.A. Carson, Wayne Grudem, Ken Sande, Ted 

Tripp, Paul Tripp, David Powlison, Kevin DeYoung, Mark Dever, Wayne Mack, Elyse Fitzpatrick, Tim Chester, Francis 

Chan, Tim Keller, John Stott, JI Packer, Russell Moore, or Jerry Bridges 

 

Supplies for Muphamuzi Baby Home: We can use diapers (especially sizes 3 and 4) and baby formula for the Baby Home, as 

well as a host of small items you can find on our Target baby registry (listed as first name: “Muphamuzi Baby Home”, last 

name: “Mack”). Target provides free shipping on orders over $50 (perhaps friends could place an order together?). 

http://www.target.com/RegistryGiftGiverCmd?isPreview=false&status=completePageLink&listId=wbltaVP4UPLsNQqshCwybQ&registryType=BB&isAjax=false


 

Information for those who would like to make financial donations: 
 
All donations are tax-deductible. 
 
If you sign up for on-going giving, please know that you can discontinue giving or make changes to your monthly  
giving amount at any time – please just let us know. 
 
Donations towards Muphamuzi Baby Home: 
 
To give online, please visit www.lakeside-church.com and click on the “Online Giving” tab. Once at the Online 
Giving page, please enter the amount you’d like to give in the “1Hope for S. Africa” box and enter “Muphamuzi 
Home” in the box alongside it. If you’d like to, you can sign up for automatically recurring donations on this page.  
 
To give by check, please make your check payable to “Lakeside Community Church” and write “1Hope Muphamuzi  
Home” on the memo line. Send your check to: 
   
  Lakeside Community Church 

E6295 County Road K 
Algoma, WI 54201 

 
Donations towards our ministry support: 
 
You can make an online donation to our ministry at www.shepsstaff.org/donateonline.aspx. The online form will  
give you the option of donating once or of making automatically recurring monthly donations (you can cancel 
recurring donations whenever you’d like to). 
 
If you’d like to donate by check, please make your check out to “Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators” and write our  
missionary account number, 5518, on the memo line. Mail your check to the Shepherd’s Staff address below. 
 
If you would like to give to our ministry regularly but would rather not do so through automatic electronic funds  
transfer or as regularly as once a month, please contact us and let us know how much you’d like to give and at what  
intervals (that would be a huge help to us as we plan). Those gifts can be sent to us through either online donation 
or check. 
 
Checks should be sent to: 

 
Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators 
PO Box 53640 
Albuquerque, NM 87153-3640 


