
 

 
 
Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you are well. We’ve got quite a bit of news for you.  
 
Transitions: 
 
In many ways, Heather LOVED serving as the manager of Muphamuzi Baby Home, and in many ways, we LOVED 
living on the Baby Home property. We enjoyed getting to know the babies well and engage with them every day, and we 
had opportunity to develop rich relationships with the staff and volunteers. We realized quite quickly though that 
managing the Baby Home was far more work than we or anyone on our team had anticipated, and far too much for 
someone also trying to be a stay-at-home mom to two toddlers. Other factors (especially sharing a kitchen with the 
Baby Home) compounded things – it was very difficult to have any real divide between work and family time. After 
varied attempts to make things more manageable, we realized that the only real solution was for Heather to step down 
from this role. Sunday, December 15, was Heather’s last day as Muphamuzi Baby Home manager.  
 
We (Donovan and Heather) are still responsible for the internship program at Muphamuzi Baby Home, and that role still 
keeps us closely tied to the Baby Home. 
 
We miss being immersed in the Baby Home’s day-to-day running – especially not getting to spend as much time with 
the babies, staff, volunteers, and interns (we still see the interns often, but not every day!). But we are also very grateful 
to be able to step away from a load of responsibility that was quite overwhelming for Heather for some time, and we are 
very excited and thankful for how God has provided quality ladies to take over Heather’s former responsibilities.  
 
A new season at Muphamuzi Baby Home: 
 
Britt Suitt, who interned with us from July to November last year, came 
back to us in February to serve as Muphamuzi Baby Home Administrator. 
This is a HUGE praise! Britt fell in love with the Baby Home ministry while 
she was interning with us, she works very well with the rest of the team, 
and she is very capable and hard working.  
 
Debbie Willoughby, a dear friend and very godly lady, took over the care 
and discipleship of the staff.  
 
Marda Mack took over scheduling the Baby Home staff and volunteers. We continue to oversee the interns’ schedules.  
 
1Hope has hired another full time caregiver and 4 new part-time caregivers. This makes scheduling a lot easier since 
we don’t have to rely as heavily on volunteers. Each of the new staff members are members of Living Hope Church who 
have shown a real joy in the Lord and an eagerness to learn, grow, and serve. They are wonderful additions to the Baby 
Home team!    
 
In 2 weeks, a young lady from Pennsylvania named Abi Van Kampen will arrive. She will be serving with 1Hope for at 
least 1 year. We are looking forward to her help in the Baby Home in general, and her nursing expertise in particular. In 
addition to a caregiving role, she will take on many of the responsibilities related to the health of the babies (physical 
assessments, day-to-day medical care, clinic visits, etc). 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A new season for us: 
  
We have moved off the Baby Home property and are now renting a house that is a 3 
minute drive/ 12 minute walk from the Baby Home – close enough to allow us to 
easily spend time with the interns and be available to them and Baby Home staff as 
they need us. It’s a beautiful old home – a bit run down, but full of character; with 
high, stamped tin ceilings, wooden floors, and a few stained glass windows. When 
we were looking for a place to rent we could only find places that were “too small” or 
places that were “too big”. We went with “too big”, and were hopeful 
that we could use the extra space in some way that would bless our 
church family and 1Hope ministries, but we didn’t know how at the 
time. God gave us opportunity to use the extra space to be a blessing 
right away, and we now know that it will be put to very good use all 
year (more on this below).   
 
Our roles and responsibilities now: Donovan has taken on more responsibility at Living Hope Church. He is responsible 
for overseeing the church’s Gospel Community Groups (Home Groups) and we are hosting one of these groups in our 
home. Donovan is helping Josh Mack with various discipleship and leadership development efforts in the church, and 
he will take over leading the church’s youth ministry in July. Donovan is also responsible for overseeing 1Hope interns 
(Baby Home interns and others) and 1Hope conferences (including the Together for Adoption, South Africa 
conferences). Heather helps Donovan (significantly!) with overseeing and caring for the Baby Home interns, and starting 
in July, she will be co-leading the Ladies’ Bible Study in the church.  
 

A new season for Living Hope Church: 
 
We are in the midst of some big transitions at Living Hope: 
 
At the end of January, Newton and Vanessa Chilongulo were commissioned as 
church-planting missionaries to Lilongwe, Malawi. They are both originally from 
Malawi, and God has burdened them for their country of birth. Newton was 
educated at a good seminary here in South Africa, and served as a pastoral intern 
and then pastor at Living Hope after his graduation. Vanessa served on part-time 
staff at the Baby Home. They have played a key role in the ministry here and will 
be very missed. The Chilingulos have been living with us since February. They are 
“stuck” here for now – waiting on the finalization of their daughter’s adoption 
before they can move (please pray for this!). While these delays have been 
frustrating, it’s a blessing to have them with us a little longer – particularly now that 
our pastor, Josh Mack, is on furlough for a couple months! 

New Baby Home Staff members. From left to right: Joy (full-time), Rebecca, Lerato, Divine, and Idelheit. Joy has also 
joined in with the interns’ weekly discipleship meetings, where she has been a huge encouragement. 



 

Frank de Wet, a pastoral intern who has faithfully shouldered many 
responsibilities at Living Hope since it began in 2009, has just left to join 
another church. This church is solid and healthy, and the opportunities 
before him to help that church pursue church planting in a nearby area is 
very exciting. He and his family will be sorely missed at Living Hope!  
 
Living Hope Church is less than 5 years old, and we are still getting 
established as a church in many ways ourselves. We are so thankful that 
God would allow our church, even in its “youth”, to play a role in mentoring 
and sending out godly and gifted men for pastoral ministry!  

 
Dan and Debbie Willoughby are American missionaries with BMW 
(Biblical Ministries Worldwide), who have been an integral part of Living 
Hope Church since it began in 2009. Some of their BMW colleagues will 
be on an extended furlough beginning in July, and they will be moving to 
South Johannesburg so Dan can serve as interim pastor at the church 
there while his colleague is away. Some of you will remember that we 
were blessed to live near the Willoughbys and grow close with them for 
over a year before we came to South Africa (they were on furlough at the 
time). They are very dear friends and trusted counselors and mentors to 
us, and we will miss having them close by and a part of our church family.     
 
There are 5 men, including Donovan, who are currently being developed as elders at Living Hope, and 6 men are being 
trained to serve as deacons. While several quality leaders have just left or are about to leave us, it is very encouraging 
to see how God is raising up new leaders within the church!  
 
Please be praying for Living Hope! All the people leaving us are leaving for good, gospel-forwarding opportunities, but it 
is still difficult to see them go and the church will undoubtedly “feel” their departure. Please pray for the ongoing 
development of new leaders, and for faithfulness and fruitfulness as they take on their responsibilities in the church.   
 

 More Baby Home News: 
 

  

Babies: Nine babies that were in Muphamuzi Baby Home at the time of our last newsletter, or who came to us since, are 
no longer in the Home. 2 have been adopted, 3 are in foster care (in South Africa this is a 2 year placement), 3 went 
back to biological family, and one was placed with our co-workers, Dan and Debbie Willoughby, until we can find an 
adoptive or foster family for him (because of this little boy’s older age and “rambunctious” personality , we saw a 
particular need for him to be in a stable family environment, with a consistent mother and father figure, even as he waits 
to be placed). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

We have 6 babies in the Baby Home currently: 4 girls (ages 6, 5, 3, and 2 months old) and 2 boys (ages 6 and 2 months).  
3 of the 6 babies are preemies and have needed extra special care as well as more frequent overnight attention from our 
caregivers and interns. It has been a busy and stretching season for them! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Muphamuzi Baby Home Interns:  
 
Britt Suitt left as an intern in November last year and has since returned as the Baby Home Administrator.  
 

Cintelle Sinclair, our first intern from South Africa, served with us for 5 months. She finished her 
term of service at the end of March.  
 
Abbie Caple, from Ohio, and Alyssa Powell, from Bethel 
Grace Baptist, our home church in Southern California, 
both arrived in January and will be serving with us until mid-
November. We have known Alyssa since she was 10! 
Donovan was her youth pastor for a few years, and she 
was in girls’ small groups lead by Heather. It’s quite special 
to have her here serving with us!   
 
Megan Schutte, our second South African intern, served 
with us from January to April.  
 
We will be in need of more interns beginning in November, and we have openings throughout 
next year. If you are interested in serving with us in this way, please let us know! Also, if you 
know of someone who might be interested and you think would fulfill the role well, we’d 
appreciate you letting them know about the opportunity.  

 
More personal news: 

 
Vinson Sensenig, from Crossway, our home church in Lancaster PA, served with 1Hope for 5 months last year. In that 
time, he and Donovan’s sister, Kerry got to know each other quite well and decided they liked spending time together 
and wanted to do more of it – a lifetime more of it!  Kerry went to visit Vinson and his family in Pennsylvania over 
Christmas and came back engaged. They got married 2 weeks ago!  
 
A couple months ago Kerry and Vinson made the unsettling discovery that it 
would be a lot more complicated than they had anticipated for her to get a visa to 
live in the USA… The only option available to them was filing for her visa after 
they were married, and waiting 6-9 months for the visa to be granted! (Kerry had 
already quit her job! And Vinson isn’t able to work in this country.) We’re so 
thankful we are renting a house that seemed to us to be “too big”: Vinson and 
Kerry are house-sitting for friends now, and will move in with us in July. Vinson is 
interning with 1Hope again from June through December. He was a huge blessing 
to our ministry last year and we are thankful to have him serve with us again!     



 

We’d appreciate your prayers:  
 

 Praise God for saving and growing people through Living Hope Church. Please pray for continued gospel fruit. 

 Please pray for Alan Lester and his family. Alan is one of our elders at Living Hope, 
and he is a godly man who loves his Saviour as much as anyone we have ever met. In 
March, Alan had 2 heart attacks within a few weeks of each other. He has been 
recovering well since he had an operation to insert a stent in his heart on March 30, but 
he has been told his full recovery will take about a year. We are thankful to still have 
him with us! Alan’s wife, Charleen, died from an unexpected heart attack about a year 
and a half ago. His daughters, Chyreece and Hope, are 18 and 12. 

 Please pray for Newton and Vanessa Chilingulo: that the adoption of their daughter, 
Aya, will be finalized soon. Please pray for the Chilingulos, for Frank and Hesther 
DeWet, and for Dan and Debbie Willoughby as they make transitions to new ministries. 

 Please pray for the process of establishing new leaders within Living Hope Church, and for this season of transition. 

 Our pastor, Josh Mack and his family have just left for a 2 month furlough. 1Hope team members Andre and Karlien 
DeWit leave in a couple days and will be away for almost as long. This means that we will have a lot more on our 
plates for a season! Please pray for God’s enabling grace to shoulder the added responsibility well, and that the 
ministry of both 1Hope and Living Hope will continue on smoothly.   

 Praise God for His ongoing provision for Muphamuzi Baby Home, both financially, and in quality staff, volunteers, and 
interns. Praise Him for the care we have been able to provide for needy babies through this ministry. Since opening, 
Muphamuzi Baby Home has provided care for 23 babies!  

 Please pray for the futures of the babies in the care of Muphamuzi Baby Home. Please pray for godly adoptive/ foster 
families for the babies who need them, and for our ministry to the families of babies who have family still “in the 
picture.” 

 Praise God for His unfailing faithfulness to us! We see His hand in so many details, and we are thankful. 

o We are thankful for God’s provision of a house for us to rent near the Baby Home, for the help it has been to us 
to have our “own space”, and for the ways we have been able to use this property to be a blessing to others.  

o We’re thankful that Heather has been able to shift gears and can now focus more on being an “at home” mom.  

o We’re thankful for how Donovan’s ministry role has developed. He loves his mix of responsibilities and feels like 
he’s found his niche, where he’s able to meet needs that exist in the team and use his gifts well. He missed 
pastoral ministry and is enjoying being more involved in the church. We’re also very thankful for the wonderful 
people we get to minister with – we love being a part of this team!  

 We (Donovan and Heather) have been receiving less than our goal amount in ministry support for quite a while (over 
the last 6 months, we’ve received an average of $450 a month less than our goal). Thankfully, we have significant 
reserve funds, and we have been able to draw from these reserves. That said, our reserves are being quite steadily 
depleted. Praise God for providing for us as He has, including the fact that we have the reserve funds that we do! 
Please pray that we will see an increase in giving towards our ministry support soon. 

 Heather has been waiting for 3 months for her visa to be renewed (it was supposed to take 1 month!). Her old visa 
has now expired. There are several complications while we wait, the biggest one being that Heather is not able to 
access her South African bank account until she has the new visa. Please pray that this will be resolved soon!  

 Please pray that we will trust God continually, rest fully in His perfect plan, and be anxious for nothing.  

 
Thank-you very much! God bless you,  

Donovan and Heather Drew  



 

Information for those who would like to contribute to our ministry: 
 
All donations are tax-deductible. 
 
Donations towards Muphamuzi Baby Home or Mission Malawi: 
 
You can donate to Muphamuzi Baby Home and/or Mission Malawi (Newton Chilingulo church planting in Lilongwe, 
Malawi) at www.1hopeministries.org/donate. The online form will give you the options of donating once, or of 
making automatically recurring donations either once a month or once a year (you can cancel recurring donations 
whenever you’d like to). Under “Select a Cause” there is a drop down menu from which you can select either 
“Muphamuzi Baby Home” or “Mission Malawi.” 
 
Checks should be made out to “1Hope Ministries International”. If you would like to specify that your gift be directed 
to Muphamuzi Baby Home or to Mission Malawi, please do so on the check’s memo line. Send your check to: 
 

1Hope Ministries International 
1 League, #60277 
Irvine, CA 92602 

 
 

Sponsor-a-Cot is an opportunity to contribute towards the ministry 
of Muphamuzi Baby Home on an ongoing basis. Your donation of 
R300 ($30) goes towards helping us care for the baby sleeping in 
your sponsored cot. When that baby is placed with a family, your 
donation helps us care for the next baby to sleep in your 
sponsored cot… Donors receive regular updates and prayer 
requests for the baby sleeping in their cot. For more information, 
please visit www.1hope4africa.com or click here.  

 
 
Donations towards Donovan and Heather’s ministry support: 
 
You can make an online donation towards our ministry support at 
www.ssmfi.org/Donate.aspx. Select “Drew, Donovan and 
Heather” from the drop down menu. The online form will give you 
the option of donating once or of making automatically recurring 
monthly donations (you can cancel recurring donations whenever 
you’d like to). 
 
If you’d like to donate by check, please make your check out to 
“Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators” and write our  
missionary account number, 5518, on the memo line. Mail your 
check to: 

 
Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators 
PO Box 53640 
Albuquerque, NM 87153-3640 

http://www.1hopeministries.org/donate
http://www.1hope4africa.com/
http://www.1hope4africa.com/index.php/component/content/article/2-uncategorised/316-sponsor-a-cot
http://www.ssmfi.org/Donate.aspx

