
 

Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you are well. 
 
Family news:  
 
We are all doing very well. Jensen is getting more interactive and we 
are enjoying his smiles, laughs and attempts at talking.  The older 2 
have adjusted very well to having a little brother around, and we 
(Heather and Donovan) are adjusting well too! We are enjoying our 
family. 
 
Themba: Themba’s foster care placement with us expires in 
June, and we were told all along that it could either be 
renewed or he could be returned to the care of his biological 
mother. We have been seeking to keep an open-hand and 
trust God with Themba’s future, whether he stays with us or is 
returned to his biological family. We have also been seeking 
to be a help to, and sincere friends with, Themba’s biological 
mom and siblings, and we want to continue doing so. All that 
said, if Themba is returned to his biological family, that would 
not only be very difficult for us because we would miss him 
hugely, but because we would (as things stand now) have good reasons to be very concerned for his welfare. 
 
We had a very encouraging meeting with Themba’s social worker a couple weeks ago. Sometimes social workers in 
this country are so strongly in favour of reuniting children with biological family that they seem blinded to other factors. 
Thankfully, that is not the case here! Themba’s social worker shares our concerns, and he would like to keep Themba 
in our care. Further, instead of the usual 2 year foster care placement, he is going to try to get a court order passed 
when Themba’s placement is renewed in June to have him in our care until he turns 18! We love this little guy very 
much, and we are thankful that we get to continue raising him and 
enjoying having him in our family. Praise God!  
 
Ministry News: 
 
Baptisms: Four ladies were baptized in March. Left-Right: Larissa 
(originally from Rwanda), Nomatter (originally from Zimbabwe), Julia 
(originally from the USA), and Gertrude (originally from Zimbabwe). 
Larissa and Gertrude are in our Gospel Community Group, and Julia is 
the oldest daughter of our co-workers, Randy and Susan Clark. 
 
“Singles and Romance” Conference:  
On 27-28 March we held a mini-conference entitled “Singles and 
Romance: Wisdom for Unmarried Christians.” Around 70 people 
attended the conference, including about 40 people from other 
churches. We planned this conference because we perceived a 
massive need for teaching on this topic within our congregation, 
and it was very encouraging to hear how helpful many singles 
found the conference teaching. Donovan and Josh Mack taught 
the main sessions, with Josh and his wife, Marda teaching split 
sessions for men and women respectively. Thank-you to all of 
you who prayed for this event!   



 

Malawi Missions Trip: In June, Donovan will be travelling to Lilongwe, Malawi as part of a short-term missions team 
serving alongside Newton Chilingulo, a church-planter sent out by Living Hope Church. Amongst other things, Newton 
has asked that we put on a Malawi edition of the “Singles and Romance” conference. Please pray for safe travels, for 
fruitful ministry, that we would be a big encouragement to Newton and his wife, Vanessa, and that we would learn 
more about Newton’s ministry and context and return more burdened for the spread of the gospel and the 
strengthening and growth of the church in Malawi.  
 

Attendance at the African Bible Training Centre is holding steady at around 45 people 
per class, many of whom are also doing the (quite extensive) homework. Praise God!  
 
I mentioned a few weeks ago that we had lost the venue we had been able to use in the 
city. We are still looking and praying for a new venue in the city, but are thankful to be 
able to use Lynnwood Baptist Church in the Eastern suburbs of Pretoria as a venue for 

the time being. It is a wonderful venue, but it is much more difficult to get people there than a venue in the city would 
be. Praise God that classes are able to continue!  
 
A venue for Living Hope Church and ABTC: As mentioned above, we would love 
a venue for ABTC within the city. Many of you also know that we have been looking 
for a more suitable venue for our church for years… Our current venue is close to 
our “target area” but not within it, we have no rooms to use for childcare or Sunday 
School (children’s or adult), we have no foyer (especially a problem when it is 
raining or cold), and we only have use of the facility for 2 hours in the middle of prime “nap-time” on a Sunday 
afternoon! Please pray with us this week! We have found a venue that would be a fantastic fit! The organization that 
owns the venue had a very negative experience with a prosperity gospel church in the past and now have a general 
policy not to rent it out to churches, but we have made a proposal and their board will meet to talk about it this Friday, 
22 May.   
 

Muphamuzi Baby Home is 3 years old! In that time, MBH 
caregivers and interns have changed in the region of 34,380 
nappies (diapers)! There have been 29 babies in our care: 10 
have been adopted, 6 have been reunited with biological 
family, 6 have been placed in foster care, 3 have been moved 
to other “places of safety”, and 4 are currently in the Baby Home (we will take in more 
babies and be back at 6 in the Home soon!). We praise God! For information on how 
you can support this ministry, please see the page at the end of this letter. 

Below: A couple pictures from the life of our church: Left: Once a month we have an all-church meal and communion 
service in the home of church members. Right: The corporate Ladies’ Bible Study meets every second Tuesday. On 

this week, they took a break from the usual study to hold a baby shower for Lerato, a good friend of ours. 



 

   We’d appreciate your prayers:  
 

 In our last newsletter we asked for prayer that we would be more patient and gracious with our children. God is 
faithfully at work within our hearts, and by His enabling grace we have seen growth in this. Thank-you for your 
prayers!   

 Praise God for Themba’s social worker! Please pray with us that Themba will be placed in our foster care until he 
turns 18.  

 Please pray for continued gospel fruit in and through the ministry of Living Hope Church. 

 Praise God for the children’s ministry at Living Hope Church! This ministry is now moving along smoothly. 

 Please pray with us for a venue in the city for Living Hope Church and the African Bible Training Centre! The board of 
the organization that owns the property meets this Friday, 22 May.  

 Please pray for the ongoing process of training and establishing new leaders within Living Hope Church. Antony Zuze 
and Nickson Pasipanodya would appreciate prayer as they write their mid-year seminary exams this week!  

 Please keep the Malawi missions trip in prayer. The dates for this trip are 19 June –30 June. Please keep Heather in 
prayer as she stays behind in South Africa with our kids. 

 Please pray for the futures of the babies in the care of Muphamuzi Baby Home. Please pray for godly adoptive/ foster 
families for the babies who need them, and for our ministry to the families of babies who have family still “in the 
picture.” Praise God for all He has done through this ministry already!  

 Please pray with us for an increase in our ministry support, and praise God with us for His faithful provision to date. 

 
Thank-you very much! God bless you,  

Donovan and Heather Drew  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Information for those who would like to make donations: 
 
Donations towards our personal ministry support: 
 
Our salary and ministry expenses are provided for 100% through 
donations made by friends and supporting churches. All donations 
towards our ministry support are tax-deductible. 
 
You can make an online donation towards our ministry support at 
www.ssmfi.org/Donate. Select “Donovan and Heather Drew” from 
the drop down menu. The online form will give you the option of 
donating once or of making automatically recurring monthly donations 
(you can cancel recurring donations whenever you’d like to). 
 
If you’d like to donate by check, please make your check out to 
“Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators” and write our  
missionary account number, 5518, on the memo line. Mail your check 
to:  
 

Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators  
6739 Academy Road NE, Suite 320  
Albuquerque, NM 87109  
 
 

 
Donations towards Muphamuzi Baby Home or Mission Malawi: 
 
You can make a tax-deductible donation to Muphamuzi Baby Home and/or Mission Malawi (Newton Chilingulo church 
planting in Lilongwe, Malawi) at www.1hopeministries.org/donate. The online form will give you the options of 
donating once, or of making automatically recurring donations either once a month or once a year (you can cancel 
recurring donations whenever you’d like to). Under “Select a Cause” there is a drop down menu from which you can 
select either “Muphamuzi Baby Home” or “Mission Malawi.” 
 
Checks should be made out to “1Hope Ministries International”. If you would like to specify that your gift be directed to 
Muphamuzi Baby Home or to Mission Malawi, please do so on the check’s memo line. Send your check to: 
 
1Hope Ministries International 
1 League, #60277 
Irvine, CA 92602 
 
 
Sponsor-a-Cot is an opportunity to contribute towards the ministry of Muphamuzi 
Baby Home on an ongoing basis. Your donation of R500 ($50) goes towards 
helping us care for the baby sleeping in your sponsored cot. When that baby is 
placed with a family, your donation helps us care for the next baby to sleep in 
your sponsored cot… This monthly donation also covers the salary of one of the 
MBH caregivers. Donors receive regular updates and prayer requests for the 
baby sleeping in their cot. For more information, please visit 
www.1hope4africa.com or click here.  

 

http://www.ssmfi.org/Donate
http://www.1hopeministries.org/donate
http://www.1hope4africa.com/
http://www.1hope4africa.com/index.php/muphamuzi-baby-home/sponsor-a-cot

