
 

Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you are well!  
 
We have some disappointing news, but overall are doing very well. It has been a very eventful few months of ministry, 
with major “landmarks” for both Living Hope Church and Muphamuzi Baby Home. We are thankful and encouraged. 
 
June/ July visit to the USA postponed: 
 
This is the disappointing news. We mentioned in our last newsletter that we were hoping to visit the USA from the end 
of June to the end of July, but there were several hurdles to overcome if we were to be able to make this trip. 
Unfortunately, we have still not made any headway towards overcoming those hurdles… A lengthy social worker strike 
in South Africa has resulted in us still waiting for a court date for Rene to be officially placed in our foster care.* That 
would be step 1, after which we would need to apply for a birth certificate for her, then apply for a passport, then apply 
for a visa for her to travel to the USA… At this point, we have simply run out of time for all these steps in the process. 
We are disappointed, especially about not being able to attend the wedding of Heather’s brother, Ryan, but we trust 
God’s plan. Our tentative plan now is to visit the USA in December and January, Lord willing.  
 
(*We have been Rene’s “place of safety” since the end of November, and her social worker intends to place her in our 
foster care. In South Africa, foster care is a 2 year placement. After 2 years, depending on the details of each child's 
case, the child may be returned to the care of biological family (if biological family are willing and able to care for them), 
the child may be placed in foster care again, or the child may be eligible for adoption. 
We are committed to caring for Rene as long as she needs a family.)  
 
Living Hope Church:  
 
Living Hope Church began renting a new facility on Sunday, 2 April, and it has already 
been such a blessing! It is a much more helpful venue in many ways than our previous 
facility. We were outgrowing our old venue, so having space for about 100 more 
people is very welcome. This new facility also offers us a kitchen for hospitality after 
our Sunday Worship service, and an indoor area (a small hall) for childcare rather than 
the tents we had been using outdoors. We are also able to use this new venue, at no 
extra cost(!), on Tuesday evenings for one of our Gospel Community Groups (Home 
Groups), on Friday evenings for our Young Adults’ ministry and various church events 
(like the Good Friday service we held in April), and at other times when the venue is 
not being used by the church that owns the property. This will be a massive help to the 
ministry of our church! We are very thankful, and excited for new ministry possibilities. 
 



 

 

 
Muphamuzi Baby Home: 
 
Muphamuzi Baby Home is 5 years old!: It was a joy to 
celebrate Muphamuzi Baby Home’s 5th “birthday” at a 
special event on 1 April. Current and former staff, 
volunteers, and interns, adoptive parents of babies 
who had been cared for in the Home, and a variety of 
other supporters of the ministry came together to give 
thanks to God for all He has done. God has provided 
for this ministry in so many ways, and in the 5 years 
Muphamuzi Baby Home has been open, He has 
enabled the Home to care for 40 babies! Fittingly, the 
theme of the night was “How Great is our God!" 

 
 

Living Hope’s first Sunday in our new venue was Sunday, 2 April. We had many guests join us our first week, and 
had a record attendance of 214 people! 

 

Above: A table at the Baby Home’s 5 Year Celebration, displaying photographs of “forever families” of babies who 

were cared for in the Home. 



 

A video was made for the Baby Home 5 Year Celebration. You can view it by clicking here. (Our family appears a few 
times. ) 
 
Phase 2 of Muphamuzi Baby Home (Lord willing): 1Hope4Africa is hoping to be able to launch “phase 2” of Muphamuzi 
Baby Home in the near future! By building a second home on the same property, we would be able to care for twice as 
many babies at a time. Here is an informational flyer. We hope to send more information about this exciting possibility 
soon! 
 
Another Baby Home Praise!: We are thankful for God’s provision for our co-worker, Abbie Caple, who raised her 
needed ministry support and has now returned to South Africa to continue serving as a missionary Caregiver in the 
Baby Home. She has a massive heart for the babies, and does her work with excellence (and is a fully supported, full-
time Caregiver, so a big help in reducing Baby Home running costs). It’s great to have her back!  
 
Baby Home Interns: 
 
Erika Scheideman (right) served with us from 13 February to 1 May. She is 
from Little Rock, Arkansas, and is the sister-in-law of Claire (Magnus, now 
Scheideman), who interned with us in 2013. 
 
Melanie Millen (below) is from Lancaster, Pennsylvania. We were in the same 
church and home group as her parents when we lived in Lancaster, and were 
blessed to get quite close with her family. It has been a joy to reconnect with 

her after 5 years! She has been 
with us since 27 March and will 
be here until 6 June. 
 
There are several ladies lined up to serve as Baby Home interns in the 
months ahead, and it looks like the next opening for an intern might not 
be until mid 2018! (From time to time, such plans do change though) If 
you know of anyone who might be interested in serving with us in this 
way, please encourage them to e-mail our co-worker who oversees 
interns, Sarah Ray, at sarah.ray.1hope@gmail.com. We are thankful for 
God’s ongoing provision for the ministry of the Baby Home in this way. 

 
Need for more monthly Ministry Support: 
 
Donations towards our ministry support have been a bit lower for a few months now. While we have some reserves in 
our missions account to help cover a shortfall in donations, it would help if we could see an increase of about $200 a 
month in incoming ministry support. Please pray with us for God’s provision. Thank-you! 
 
If you would like information about how to make tax-deductible donations towards our 
ministry support, please visit www.drewsministry.wordpress.com/support/.  
 
We are very thankful for all your prayers 
and support!  
 
God bless you,  
 
Donovan & Heather,  
Themba, Eliya, Jensen, & Rene 
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