
 

Dear Friends,                            
 

We hope you are well. Here is some news from the Drews: 
 

Family News:  
 
We are blessed! We are all doing very well, by God’s grace. 

 
Themba: Themba has been placed in our foster care for another 2 year period . We are 
very thankful that we get to continue having this fun little man in our family and investing 

in his life. (We mentioned before that he could possibly be placed in our foster care until 
he is 18 years old. We did not end up applying for that longer-term placement though: 
Heather does not yet have her South African permanent residency, and we thought 

we’d wait until she has that before we apply so that Themba can be officially placed in 
long-term foster care under both our names and not just Donovan’s. )  

 
Visit from Heather’s parents: In August, Heather's parents visited 

us from Spain where they live as missionaries (they served as 
missionaries in Spain from 1993 to 2006. They moved back to 
Spain as missionaries earlier this year). What a blessing and an 

encouragement to us! We loved showing them our world here in 
Pretoria, and we enjoyed spending a lot of time together as family, 

including a 2 day trip to Pilanesberg Game Reserve, time with 
Donovan's family, braai's (barbecues), fellowship with our Living 
Hope church family, tours of the city, a trip to the Boeremark 

(Farmers’ Market), and other fun "tourist" outings around Pretoria. 

Heather’s Dad, Dan, helped us with a myriad of projects around 
the house. The highlight was just having them "live life" with us 

and know in person what our family life and ministry looks like on a 
day-to-day basis. Our kids thoroughly enjoyed having grandpa and 
grandma here. Some highlights for them were hanging out with 

grandpa while he had his morning coffee (Jensen), cuddling and 
making fun noises with grandma (Jensen), fixing things around the 

house with grandpa (Themba and Eliya), reading books and 
watching movies, having picnics, and going to see animals. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Move to Sunnyside: We have been wanting to move into Sunnyside, the area of Pretoria where the majority of our 
church family lives, for some time. We have been living only 10-15 minutes away from Sunnyside by car, but it feels a 

lot further away than that because most of our church family don’t have cars, and public transport between the two 
areas is not very direct or dependable. God has provided us with an apartment to rent, in good condition, in the 

apartment complex that we were most interested in moving into in Sunnyside! We moved in on 31 October. The 
complex has a very nice communal garden and pool (a blessing for our children!), and it is well managed and has good 
security. This move will also save us money in rent and transport. Mostly though, we are excited about living in this 

particular complex because of the amazing access we have to so many members of our church family! Two couples, 
two single young ladies, and a single young man from our church live in this same complex. Another couple from our 
church live across the street, and many others in the church live within a 10-15 minute walk. Further, the park where our 

church does outreach every Monday evening (through sports, children’s activities, and striking up conversations) is 
about a 5 minute walk away. We couldn’t possibly live somewhere more central for fellowship and ministry with our 
church family! We are thankful and excited. 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 
Ministry News: 
 

Living Hope Church:  
 
We praise God for His ongoing work in Living Hope Church! New ministries have been started and existing ministries 

are being improved. Leadership Development is going well. We see an evident love for God and a hunger to learn and 
grow in many of our people. Our church family love one another and are growing in that love. We are very thankful!  

 
Malawi Missions Trip: In June, Donovan travelled to Lilongwe, Malawi as part of a short-term missions team from Living 
Hope Church. The team served alongside Newton and Vanessa Chilingulo, church-planting missionaries sent out by 

Living Hope. This trip was such a blessing! Reformation Bible Church is a very new church (started in late 2014), and 
they average about 20-30 people on a Sunday. God has blessed this small church with a very committed core, including 
a few men who are already quite theologically knowledgeable and mature (Kennedy Kachingwe is a particular blessing 

in this regard. He had been a part of a solid Reformed Baptist church in Blantyre, Malawi before, and is now Newton’s 
right-hand man. He recently started seminary training). Several members of the church took time off work to join with us 
for as much ministry and fellowship as they could  during our time there, and our team thoroughly enjoyed getting to 

know them and partnering with them in ministry. The church is in good hands under Newton’s pastoral leadership: he is  
preaching the Word faithfully, discipling men, and being very proactive in regular evangelistic outreach in a number of 

settings. Vanessa is a servant-supreme(!), and is investing relationally in a number of ladies in the church. Our team 
was very, very encouraged! 

Right: Jensen enjoying the view from our Living Room 

window. Themba and Eliya love watching the trains 
from just outside our door (our apartment is on the 3rd 
floor, so they have a great vantage point ). 

Below: Enjoying the communal pool and lawn area. 



 

Our week in Malawi was very full! We did some manual 
work at the church property, and we helped with 

evangelistic efforts in the neighbourhood around the 
church, in a prison, on a teacher’s college campus, and 
in a hospital. Since Reformation Bible Church is 

predominantly young adults, Newton asked Donovan to 
teach a Malawi edition of the “Singles and Romance” 
conference we had put on earlier in the year in South 

Africa. Nickson Pasipanodya, a pastoral intern at Living 
Hope Church, taught Sunday School and preached for 
Reformation Bible Church on the Sunday we were there. We 

also enjoyed a wonderful day of fun and fellowship at the 
beautiful Lake Malawi.  
 

Far Right: The rest of our family 
enjoyed getting to know 

Kennedy Kachingwe when he 
visited Pretoria. 
Right: Bicycles are everywhere 

in Malawi. Some of the ways 
they are used are pretty 

impressive! 

Right: The Living Hope team with the Chilingulos. From 

Left to Right: Esther Pasipanodya, Britt Suitt, Chisomo 
Chilingulo, Vanessa Chilingulo, Newton Chilingulo, 

Donovan, Nickson Pasipanodya, & Antony Zuze. 



 

Following Jesus Class: We just finished teaching through a course at Living Hope that we are calling Following Jesus: 
An Introduction to Discipleship. The course aims to lay a doctrinal and practical foundation for the Christian life, for 

unbelievers, new believers, and believers new to biblical teaching. This sort of course is particularly needed in our 
context because so many people have been taught hugely unhelpful things under the banner of “Christianity,” and we’ve 

realized we need to dig up that old foundation and lay a new one before these people can make any real progress in 
their Christian lives. Our plan is to offer this course at least once a year from now on.  
 

Ladies’ Ministries: Probably our biggest praise in the life of Living Hope Church from the last year is God’s work 
amongst our ladies! There has been so much enthusiasm for growth, and many of the ladies are actively discipling 
others and serving the church family in a variety of 

ways. Ladies’ Bible Studies meet weekly. The monthly 
schedule has changed a bit over the year, but right 
now it includes two “large group” stud ies on Galatians, 

one week of small group studies on Galatians, and 
one week of “Mentoring Moms” focused on helping 

young mothers with parenting. Half of the Mentoring 
Moms study is on biblical principles for parenting. The 
second half is focused on practical helps for moms in 

teaching their children and helping them prepare for 
school (the format is learning by doing, with moms 
engaging in activities with their kids). Heather teaches 

this second half of this monthly “Mentoring Moms” 
study, and is enjoying using her teacher training to 
encourage and help the moms in our church.  

 
Living Hope Church Facility: We are still searching for (and raising funds towards) a church facility that will allow us to 
meet in the morning on Sundays, and that will be closer to the community we are primarily aiming to reach with the 

gospel. We would also love to find suitable office space for the church.  
 

1Hope4Africa: 
 
Project Timothy: We believe that one of the best ways to further the gospel 

is to invest in men aspiring to pastoral ministry (churches will only be 
healthy when they are lead by godly, well-equipped pastors!). We are 
launching “Project Timothy” to this end. In a nutshell: while we value 

seminary education, we believe that the classroom alone can’t provide 
holistic preparation for pastoral ministry. With Project Timothy, we aim to 
provide a comprehensive, church-centered program through which godly 

men are discipled, mentored, and equipped for pastoral ministry in character, knowledge, wisdom, and ministry skills. 
Specifically, this program will provide: the opportunity for participants to focus fully on preparation for pastoral ministry 

(they are financially supported, enabling them to put more time into the program); academic education (through 
approved Theological Schools); personal discipleship; varied opportunities for ministry observation and ministry 
experience; purposeful, personal mentoring in various aspects of pastoral ministry; and help in discerning, and moving 

towards, longer-term vocational ministry. You can learn more about each of these points at www.1hope4africa.com. 
 
Our desire is to have 3 Project Timothy participants in 2016: Living Hope Church’s pastoral interns, Nickson 

Pasipanodya and Antony Zuze, and, if we are able to raise enough support, we would love to take on another young 
man who would serve with and learn from Newton Chilingulo at Reformation Bible Church in Lilongwe, Malawi (Newton 
has someone in mind who he knows and would like to invite). Running this ministry with the 3 participants we’d like to 

have in the program in 2016 will cost $36,000 for the year ($3,000 a month). Please pray with us for God’s provision! (If 
you are interested in contributing towards this ministry, please see the information at the end of this letter). 

Some of the Living Hope ladies at a Tuesday Bible Study 

http://www.1hope4africa.com/


 

African Bible Training Centre: It has been so encouraging to see how helpful this course 
has been to a number of people! What a joy to see people growing in their love for the 

Scriptures (the Old Testament especially!), and to hear their excitement as they begin to 
realize that the whole Bible reveals God’s grand plan of salvation! Several students have 

expressed thankfulness for how they are being equipped to interpret and apply the Bible 
themselves (and to see through the mishandling of the biblical text by false teachers who 

take verses out of context and make them say things they do not say!). Students from 4 or 5 local churches are taking 

the course. We are very thankful for all God is doing through ABTC! We are still looking and praying for a venue in the 
city, but are thankful to be able to use Lynnwood Baptist Church in the Eastern suburbs of Pretoria as a venue for the 
time being. 

 
Muphamuzi Baby Home: To date, 33 orphaned, abandoned, or vulnerable babies have been 
cared for through Muphamuzi Baby Home. We praise God!    

 
Our Ministry Support: 

 
We are praying for an increase in our ministry support. Our current needs are covered (praise God!), but here are a few 
reasons why an increase in ministry support would be helpful in the months ahead: 

 We would like to save towards a new (new for us) car. Our current car is running fine for right now, but we have 
reason to believe it might not be reliable for too much longer. We would like to replace it within a year, if possible, and 
we’d prefer to avoid financing a car if we can. 

 Donovan would like to study further, but currently this is out of reach for us financially.  

 Our oldest two children are approaching school age. There is no free schooling in this country, so school will be an 

added monthly expense whichever avenue we decide on for schooling . 

 Lord willing, we would like to adopt/ foster a baby girl in 2016. An increase in support would help us cover the cost of 

baby formula, diapers, wet wipes, etc for a baby, as well as the cost of adoption (if possible with the particular baby).  
If you are interested in contributing towards our ministry support, please see the information at the end of this letter. If 
you would like more details about our budget and expenses, please e-mail us at drews.1hope@gmail.com.  

 
Prayer & Praise:  

 

 Praise God for the work He is doing in Living Hope Church! Please pray for ongoing gospel fruit. 

 Praise God for the work He is doing in Lilongwe, Malawi through Reformation Bible Church and the ministry of Newton 

and Vanessa Chilingulo. Praise God for Kennedy Kachingwe and the rest of the core group laboring alongside the 
Chilingulos. Please pray for God ’s continued blessing on their ministry efforts. 

 Praise God for the work He is doing through the African Bible Training Centre! Please pray that God would continue to 

grow and equip people through this course. 

 Please pray with us for a more appropriate venue for Living Hope Church and the African Bible Training Centre. 

 Please pray that God will provide the funding necessary for Project Timothy, and that He will work through this 
ministry to start and strengthen healthy local churches through the leadership of godly, wise, well-equipped pastors.  

 Please pray for the futures of the babies in the care of Muphamuzi Baby Home. Please pray for godly adoptive/ foster 

families for the babies who need them. Praise God for all He has done through this ministry!  

 Praise God that we have been able to move to Sunnyside! Please pray that we will make the most of the ministry 

opportunities available to us here.  

 Please pray with us for an increase in our ministry support, and praise God with us for His faithful provision to date. 
 

Thank-you very much! God bless you,  
 

Donovan, Heather, Themba, Eliya, & Jensen 
  

mailto:drews.1hope@gmail.com


 

Information for those who would like to make donations to support these ministries: 
 
Donations towards our personal ministry support: 
 

Our ministry support (our salary and ministry expenses) is provided for 100% through donations made by friends and 
supporting churches. All donations towards our ministry support are tax-deductible. 
 

You can make an online donation towards our ministry support 
at www.ssmfi.org/Donate. Select “Donovan and Heather 
Drew” from the drop down menu. The online form will give you 

the option of donating once or of making automatically 
recurring monthly donations (you can cancel recurring 

donations whenever you’d like to). 
 
If you’d like to donate by check, please make your check out 

to “Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators” and write our  
missionary account number, 5518, on the memo line. Mail 
your check to:  

 
Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators  
6739 Academy Road NE, Suite 320  

Albuquerque, NM 87109  
 
 

 
Donations towards specific ministries/ ministry needs: 

 
Online Donations: You can make a tax-deductible donation towards specific ministries/ ministry needs at 
www.1hopeministries.org/donate. Ministries/ ministry needs you can donate towards include Project Timothy (holistic 

mentoring for men preparing for pastoral ministry), savings towards a facility for Living Hope Church, Muphamuzi Baby 
Home (a place of safety for orphaned and abandoned babies), and Mission Malawi (Newton Chilingulo planting 
Reformation Bible Church in Lilongwe, Malawi). Under “Select a Cause” there is a drop down menu from which you can 

select the ministry/ ministry need you would like to donate towards. You will be given the option of donating once, or of 
making automatically recurring donations either once a month or once a year (you can cancel recurring donations 
whenever you’d like to).  

 
Donation by Check: Checks should be made out to “1Hope Ministries International”. If you would like to specify that your 
gift be directed towards Project Timothy, a Living Hope Church facility, Muphamuzi Baby Home, or Mission Malawi, 

please indicate your preference on the check’s memo line. Send your check to: 
 

1Hope Ministries International 
1 League, #60277 
Irvine, CA 92602 

 
 

 

http://www.ssmfi.org/Donate
http://www.1hopeministries.org/donate

