
 

     
 
 

 
Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you are well. 
 
We’ve now been in South Africa for 4 months - it’s incredible how time flies! It’s been a whirlwind and we are still settling 
in in many ways, but it has been a very blessed season too. Here are several highlights: 
 
Our container arrived!  
 
In our last newsletter we mentioned that our container was held up in customs. Well, by God’s grace, customs did 
eventually let the container through and for much less than we had begun to fear they would charge… Besides our 
personal belongings, the container held loads of ministry supplies (second-hand clothing, backpacks for school kids, 
toys for the Baby Home babies, books for discipleship purposes, etc). Here are a few pictures of Muphamuzi Baby 
Home babies enjoying toys that came in the container:  

 
 
Aya has a family 
 
Aya was the first baby to be cared for by Muphamuzi Baby Home, 
and she was the first of our babies to be placed with loving parents. 
Her parents are Newton and Vanessa Chilingulo. Newton is one of 
the elders at Living Hope Church and Vanessa works with us in the 
Baby Home. They are working towards planting a church in 
Malawi, where they are both originally from. They are a very godly 
couple, and we are overjoyed that Aya will grow up in their family! 
 
Two new babies in Muphamuzi Baby Home 
 
We have two more babies in the Baby Home now, a boy and a girl, both 4 months old. Since Aya has been placed with 
a family, these two bring our baby count to 5. 
 
Two Baby Home Interns leave, and another arrives 
 
Rachael Lee and Kyllie Bouget finished up their internships and headed 
back to the USA on July 31 and August 8 respectively. Kathryn 
Doerbecker (far right) arrived July 28 and will be with us until about May 
of next year. Kathryn is 21 and she grew up at Grace Community 



 

Church in Los Angeles (Donovan’s home church during his college years and a year and a half after). Kathryn’s parents 
are good friends with Donovan’s, and he’s known her since she was 9! It’s a blessing to have her serving with us.  
 
Baby Home Volunteers 
 
Our goal from the start was that the ministry of 
Muphamuzi Baby Home would be “owned” by the Living 
Hope Church family. It’s been a huge joy to serve with 
the steady stream of eager volunteers from the church 
who help out. Thabang (left), Rebecca (middle), and 
Evashni (right) are faithful, regular volunteers. 
 
The Clark family is here! 
 
Randy Clark is a teacher in Southern California who has taken a one year leave of absence… In February he was a 
member of a short-term team from Grace Church of Orange that helped get Muphamuzi Baby Home ready for its 
opening day. When he got back to California he couldn’t shake the sense that God wanted him and his family to come 
and serve here for longer. Incredibly, and certainly by God’s gracious provision, Randy and Susan were able to raise 

enough support to come and serve for 
a year within just 6 months! They 
arrived in South Africa with their 5 kids 
on August 22nd and have dived into 
life and ministry here. Amongst other 
things, Randy’s handy-man skills have 
already been put to very good use with 
various odds and ends around the 
Baby Home property. We’re very 
thankful to have them here! 

  
Karlien De Wit, a lawyer, now on staff with 1Hope 

 
Andre and Karlien De Wit have served with the 1Hope team from the beginning and are on the 
1Hope board. Andre began to serve full-time at the beginning of 2011, when he began working 
as 1Hope’s Director of Operations. “Out of the blue”, God provided funding specifically for 
Karlien to come on staff with 1Hope as well! She quit her job as a lawyer and started working 
for 1Hope in September. This is a massive praise! There are a host of legal and other 
administrative tasks that we needed someone on staff to tackle, and Karlien is now able to 
take that on for 1Hope.  As one example, Muphamuzi Baby Home is currently accredited as a 
“Place of Safety,” and as such we can only take in 6 babies at a time, total. We are in the 
process of pursuing accreditation as a “Child and Youth Care Centre” however. Once we receive that accreditation 
(Lord willing!), we will be able to take in as many children as our facility will allow (up to 120). With new rooms added on 
to the house (Lord willing!), we should be able to care for at least 12 babies. It’s a tremendous help to have someone 
with legal expertise handling this for us! 

 
1,000 copies of “A Guide to Adoption and Orphan Care”  
 
Many of you will have read or at least heard of Russell Moore’s excellent book, “Adopted for Life: the 
priority of adoption for Christian families and churches.” Moore has now edited “A Guide to Adoption 
and Orphan Care”, a small book with contributions from himself and several of his colleagues at 
Southern Theological Seminary. We love this little book! It’s packed with biblical truth and practical 



 

wisdom, with a focus on the local church, and is super short (88 small pages) and very readable – the sort of book 
anyone can read and be blessed by. Southern Seminary was very gracious to give us 1,000 copies at cost price and get 
them shipped to us for as little as possible. Our goal is to place multiple copies of this book in the hands of South 
African pastors who are interested in caring for adoptive couples within their church and encouraging their congregation 
towards adoption. A free copy will also be given to everyone who attends the Together for Adoption, South Africa 
conference. 
 
Together for Adoption, South Africa 
Conference  
 
Many of you will have heard of Together for 
Adoption - a ministry that “exists to provide 
gospel-centered resources that magnify the adopting grace of God the Father in Christ and mobilize the church for 
global orphan care.” We love their emphasis on appreciating our adoption in Christ, and seeing a motivation for orphan 
care flowing from that. They have hosted multiple conferences in the USA and partnered with other ministries to put on 
conferences and/or provide training for church leaders in Canada, Haiti, Nicaragua, Ethiopia, and Australia. We are very 
excited to partner with them in hosting their first conference in South Africa in March 2013! 
 
Together for Adoption, South Africa will feature main sessions taught by Dan Cruver and Jason Cornwell of Together for 
Adoption, Daniel Bennett (pastor and author of the excellent book, “A Passion for the Fatherless: Developing a God-
Centered Ministry to Orphans”) and Josh Mack of 1Hope. There will also be a myriad of break-out sessions covering 
practical issues related to adoption and orphan care in the South African context, and exhibitors representing adoption 
agencies and various orphan care ministries from around the country. Worship times will be lead by Doug Plank, one of 
the pastors at Crossway Church (our church home in Lancaster, PA) and a songwriter with Sovereign Grace Ministries. 
For more information, please visit www.adoptionconference.co.za. You can also access many of Together for 
Adoption’s excellent resources free of charge on their website, www.togetherforadoption.org. 
 

There’s a lot of work involved in organizing and promoting this conference, and this is what Donovan is putting most of 
his time towards currently… Your prayers are much appreciated! 
 
Living Hope Church Baptisms 
 
On Sunday, October 7th, the Living Hope Church family enjoyed hearing the testimonies 
of 5 men and 1 young lady and witnessing their baptisms. Bovard and Joe are from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ian is from Malawi, Stephen and Tebogo are South 
Africans, and Mckenna is Josh and Marda Mack’s oldest daughter. Their individual 
stories are quite varied, but their understanding of their need for a Savior, Who saves by 
His grace alone, was wonderfully clear in each testimony. As pastor Josh said 
afterwards, “If anyone asks you, “What is God doing in Africa?” Here’s your answer!” 
And it’s true! What is God doing in Africa? Saving sinners, transforming lives, and 
building His church…      

 

 

http://www.adoptionconference.co.za/
http://www.togetherforadoption.org/


 

Family News: 
 
Our little Eliya is growing like a weed!  She is now 10 months old and loves to 
be mobile! She is crawling at top speed, and with something to grab hold of 
and give her some support, she can pull herself up to a standing position and 
walk. She now says “Mama” and “Dada”, and refers to Themba, the oldest 
baby in the Baby Home and her best buddy, as “Ba”.  
 
Heather and Eliya are currently in Lancaster, Pennsylvania for Heather’s 
sister, Rachael’s wedding. Unfortunately Donovan was not able to go along.  
 
We’ve enjoyed some good time with Donovan’s family. The highlight was a 
few days visiting Kruger National Park in July. We also spent a few days 
visiting the Durban area, where Donovan grew up, in September.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 



 

We’d appreciate your prayers: 
 

 Praise God for helping us settle in and feel at home. We’re very grateful for the church here and the 1Hope team. I 
(Donovan) am particularly grateful that God has helped Heather feel so at home in a foreign country, and so quickly!  

 Praise God for the additions to the 1Hope team – Karlien DeWit (now full time) and the Clarks! Also, our interns have 
all been such a blessing. Praise God for His work in and through them, and for bringing them to us.  

 Please pray for the babies currently in Muphamuzi Baby Home. Pray that we will find godly families to adopt them, 
and that they will come to know and love Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

 Please pray for the Together for Adoption conference – for preparations, promotion, financial provision, and of course, 
that God would use the conference in the lives of those who attend. 

 Living Hope Church was recently notified that the rent for our facility has been quadrupled. We’ve cut back to one 
service a Sunday for the mean time, but are praying that God will provide a cheaper venue for the long term.   

 Charleen Lester, wife of one of Living Hope’s elders, went to be with the Lord a few days ago. Her death, of a heart 
attack, was very unexpected. Please pray for her husband, Alan, and their two daughters, Chyreece (16) and Hope 
(10). By God’s grace, they have been holding tightly onto His character and promises and He is sustaining them and 
granting them peace, but these are very difficult times for their family nonetheless.    

 Please pray that we would trust God continually, rest fully in His perfect plan, and be anxious for nothing.  

 
Thank-you very much! God bless you,  

Donovan and Heather Drew  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Current opportunities to contribute to our ministry: 
 

5X5 Initiative for Together for Adoption,  
South Africa 
 
Many of you will remember the 5X5 Initiative for the 
Muphamuzi Home from last year. This year, we are 
launching the 5X5 initiative for Together for Adoption 
South Africa. This conference is about 5 months away, 
and we still need to raise significant funding for it.  
 
The 5X5 Initiative is intended to encourage people who 
would like to give but are discouraged because they 
can’t give “much”. God’s plan is not limited by our 
limited resources! He is the limitless One, Who owns 
the cattle on a thousand hills! And as we’re faithful to 
do what we can with what He has given us (especially 

as we do so together), I trust we’ll find that He will do what He so often does - use our very ordinary efforts in 
extraordinary ways... And He’ll get the glory!  
 
5X5 is a suggestion of what “giving what you can” to the Together for Adoption conference might look like: $5 a 
month, for 5 months (i.e.: giving $25 overall, but spreading it out so it’s less of a burden). Perhaps in your case it 
would be $5X1? Or $10X5? Whatever it is that you can give - every gift helps!   
 
The fundraising potential in an initiative like this is in getting numbers involved: $5X5 adds up very quickly if it 
becomes $5X5 X500 people! Will you help us by spreading the word and inviting others to consider this Initiative? 
Tell your friends, post about it on facebook, encourage your kids to save loose change for this purpose, etc… That 
said - please don’t twist any arms! We want people to be motivated by the opportunity to be used by God and to be 
a blessing, not by guilt! 
 
Most importantly: Whether you are in a position to give something financially or not, please join us in what is most 
important (and what we can all do!) - looking to God, through prayer, for His blessing in this fundraising effort and in 
bringing about fruit through this conference... 
 
Sponsor A Crib: 
 
We are very excited about this new 
initiative! Our goal is to place the babies 
in our care with loving families as 
quickly as possible, and “sponsor a 
child” programs are therefore not very 
practical for our ministry. With “sponsor 
a crib” however, monthly donations will enable us to care for the baby sleeping in that crib at the time, and when that 
baby is placed in a family, ongoing donations will enable us to care for the next baby to enter the Baby Home and 
sleep in that crib. We will provide donors with pictures, news updates, and specific prayer requests for each of the 
babies that occupy their sponsored cot/crib until the time of their placement with a family. With time, donors will be 
able to see that their donations have helped several children cross the bridge from orphaned or abandoned to 
cherished within a loving family. Sponsor a Crib donations are $40 a month, and we currently have 5 cribs in need of 
sponsorship. We welcome groups of friends to sponsor a crib together! For example, 4 friends could sponsor a crib 
together by each donating $10 a month.      



 

 Information for those who would like to make financial donations: 
 
All donations are tax-deductible. 
 
If you sign up for on-going giving, please know that you can discontinue giving or make changes to your monthly  
giving amount at any time – please just let us know. 
 
Donations towards Muphamuzi Baby Home, the Together for Adoption South Africa conference, or Living 
Hope Church: 
 
To give online, please visit www.lakeside-church.com and click on the “Online Giving” tab. Once at the Online 
Giving page, please enter the amount you’d like to give in the “1Hope for S. Africa” box and enter “Muphamuzi 
Home”, “Together for Adoption”, or “Living Hope Church” in the box alongside it. If you’d like to, you can sign up for 
automatically recurring donations on this page.  
 
To give by check, please make your check payable to “Lakeside Community Church” and write “1Hope Muphamuzi  
Home”, “1Hope Together for Adoption”, or “1Hope Living Hope” on the memo line. Send your check to: 
   
  Lakeside Community Church 

E6295 County Road K 
Algoma, WI 54201 

 
Donations towards our ministry support: 
 
You can make an online donation to our ministry at www.shepsstaff.org/donateonline.aspx. The online form will  
give you the option of donating once or of making automatically recurring monthly donations (you can cancel 
recurring donations whenever you’d like to). 
 
If you’d like to donate by check, please make your check out to “Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators” and write our  
missionary account number, 5518, on the memo line. Mail your check to: 

 
Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators 
PO Box 53640 
Albuquerque, NM 87153-3640 


