
 

Dear Friends,                            
 
We hope you are well.  
 
May 31 marked 4 years since we arrived in South Africa to minister with 1Hope4Africa and Living Hope Church, and 
June 21 marked 8 years of marriage for us. We are enjoying our family and our ministry. God continues to faithfully care 
for us and graciously bless our ministry efforts. We are very thankful. 
 

 
 
A Facility for Living Hope Church and the African Bible Training Centre:  
 
In our last newsletter we wrote about an exciting possibility for a facility for Living Hope 
Church and the African Bible Training Centre. Unfortunately, this opportunity did not 
work out. To summarise a complicated situation: the owners of the property told us 
verbally that they would accept our offer, but dragged their feet on actually signing the 
offer and making it official. We eventually withdrew our offer when it seemed apparent that they were holding out 
indefinitely for a higher offer. We were disappointed! But we trust God’s plan in all this.  
 
In April, when we began letting people know of the property we were hoping to purchase, we had about R600,000 
saved towards a facility for Living Hope Church and the African Bible Training Centre. We now have a little more than 
R1 Million – almost double what we started with! We are continuing to save towards buying a facility in the future. 
 
In the interim, we have made another plan for a venue for the African Bible Training Centre, and for counselling 
appointments, classes, and other smaller group meetings for Living Hope Church. “The Bible House” is a “Wendy 
House” (a large wooden shed) that we have erected in the backyard of one of our church members. We are still in the 
process of finishing off a few details, but “The Bible House” has already been the venue for several meetings of the 
African Bible Training Centre, several counselling appointments, a Ladies’ Ministries event, and a Marriage Seminar... 
We praise God! 
 



 

Missions Team from Grace Church of Orange (City of 
Orange, California): 
 

We were blessed to host a Missions Team from Grace Church 
of Orange in June (the sending church of our team members, 
Randy and Susan Clark). This missions team helped with 
setting up The Bible House, with work projects at Muphamuzi 
Baby Home, with several evangelistic efforts, and with Living 
Hope’s annual All-Church Fun Day. This was the 4th missions 
trip that Grace Church of Orange has made to minister with us, 
and a number of the team members were making a second or 
third trip. This church is a huge blessing to our ministry here! 
 

Living Hope Church: 
 

God continues to work in and through our church, and we are thankful for the evident 
spiritual growth we are seeing in a number of people’s lives. 
 
In June, Donovan and Nickson were recognized as 
elders of Living Hope Church. Nickson has been a part 
of Living Hope since the church first began in 2009. He 
graduated from seminary last year, and is a participant 
in Project Timothy (holistic, church-centred mentoring 
for men preparing for pastoral ministry). 
 

We recently updated our church website significantly 
(www.livinghopechurch.co.za), and posted dozens of 
pictures on our church facebook page, from 2009 to the 
present www.facebook.com/LHCPretoria).  

 
 
 

Living Hope Church joins the “Sola 5” fellowship of churches:  
 

Sola 5 is “an Association of God-centred Evangelicals in Southern Africa.” It is a 
fellowship of independent churches that affirm a foundational doctrinal statement and 

seek to encourage and partner with each other in various ways. Sola 5 has member churches in South Africa, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. For more information, please see www.sola5.org. 
 

Nickson and Donovan represented Living Hope Church at the annual “Sola 5” conference in August. This conference is 
held in a different Southern African country each year, and this year the venue was Lusaka, Zambia.  

Living Hope Church, 19 June 2016 (Unfortunately, Heather, Eliya, and Jensen were home sick this Sunday) 

The Living Hope elders, from Left to Right: Josh Mack, Nickson 
Pasipanodya, Alan Lester, Donovan. 
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Our church officially joined Sola 5 at this year’s conference, and we are very excited to pursue more of the gospel 
partnering between churches that Sola 5 seeks to facilitate. Reformation Bible Church (pastored by Living Hope 
missionary, Newton Chilingulo, in Lilongwe, Malawi) also 
joined this year, as did Moletsane Baptist Church and Grace 
Baptist Church, two churches in “township” contexts here in 
South Africa that we have been very encouraged by. (In South 
Africa, a “township” is a residential area on the outskirts of a 
city, originally created during the apartheid era for “non-white” 
people who worked in the cities but were not allowed to live in 
city neighbourhoods reserved for white people. Today, over 
20 years post-apartheid, most township areas still have 
comparatively underdeveloped infrastructure (sometimes 
strikingly so), and around 17 million people still live in 
townships (roughly 1/2 of South Africa’s urban population, and 
about 1/3 of the country’s total population). There are few 
Bible-teaching churches in these contexts, and the “prosperity 
gospel” and syncretism (merging Christianity with African 
Traditional Religion) are widespread.)  

 
Muphamuzi Baby Home:  
 

We praise God for His amazing provision! Long-time friends of Heather’s family in Spain serve 
with a non-profit called “AMOR.” They inquired about needs at Muphamuzi Baby Home, and 
recently sent 1Hope4Africa funds to cover diapers, wipes, baby formula, and electricity and water 
bills for the Baby Home for 6 months! They also sent funds to purchase new sofas for the Baby 

Home living room. All in all, the total donation was over $5,000! This donation “came out of nowhere,” and was such a 
reminder to us both of God’s faithfulness and His infinite resources. 
 

Another example of God’s faithfulness is His provision for Britt Suitt’s ministry support. Britt is 
the manager of Muphamuzi Baby Home, and she was very missed over the 5 months she 
spent in the USA raising longer-term ministry support earlier this year. She is now “fully 
funded,” and has been back with us since 3 August.  
 
Abbie Caple, a former intern, returned to serve in the Baby Home as a Caregiver for about a year and a 
half. She is currently in the USA raising ministry support to serve with us longer term! Your prayers for 
her support-raising efforts would be appreciated.  
 
 

Recent 1Hope4Africa Interns: 
 

Mercy Chickadza was our first Baby Home intern from Malawi! She served with us for 3 months (early 
June to early September). Mercy is a part of Reformation Bible Church (pastored by Living Hope 
Church missionary, Newton Chilingulo) in Lilongwe, Malawi. She was a blessing to us in her time here, 
and we were thankful for another opportunity to build relationships with members of this church and 
partner together with them in ministry.  

 
Jeremiah Dennis is in his second year at The Master’s Seminary in California, and is committed to 
serving the Lord in missions long-term. He was here for 6 weeks (late June- early August), and 
was involved in a variety of evangelism, discipleship, service, and ministry observation 
opportunities with us, in addition to spending time visiting and ministering with a few other 
churches and ministries in the area. We appreciated his passion for the Lord, his zeal for sharing 
the gospel, and his servant-heartedness. 

Representatives from 4 churches new to the “Sola 5” 
fellowship of churches this year: Living Hope, Reformation 
Bible Church, Moletsane Baptist, and Grace Baptist. 



 

Opportunities to Support our Ministry: 
 

Internships: Do you know of anyone who might be interested in interning with us? We always have need for lady 
interns in particular, who serve primarily in Muphamuzi Baby Home. Our interns are immersed in the life of Living Hope 
Church during their time with us, and discipleship is a key component of all our internships. If you would like more 
information or have any questions, please contact Sarah Ray at sarah.ray.1hope@gmail.com.  
 

A worship facility and offices for Living Hope Church: We are very thankful to have a venue (The Bible House) for 
the African Bible Training Centre and several aspects of Living Hope Church ministry! We are still raising funds towards 
a worship facility and offices for Living Hope Church. (We currently rent a one room venue for 2 hours on a Sunday 
afternoon, but it is not ideal, for a number of reasons, and we have not been able to find other rental options.) Our 
research indicates we will probably need to raise around R3 million ($230,000) more towards buying a facility.  
 

Project Timothy: We are in need of more funding for Project Timothy (holistic, church-centred mentoring for men 
preparing for pastoral ministry). From January, we need $1,200 a month towards funding for the two men currently in 
the program. Additional funding would allow us to invest in more men we know well and would be excited to help 
prepare for pastoral ministry (the more funding we raise, the more men we can help!).  
 

Ministry Support for a Caregiver at Muphamuzi Baby Home: Abbie Caple was an intern with us, then a short-term 
missionary (1.5 years) who served as a Caregiver at Muphamuzi Baby Home. She is currently raising ministry support 
to return to serve with us longer term. She still needs to raise about $900 a month in ministry support.  
 

Our personal ministry support: Donovan would like to pursue further theological education, hopefully beginning in 
January. We will need $400 a month to cover this additional expense. 
 

Any help towards any of these needs would be greatly appreciated! Please see the appendix to this letter for information 
on how tax-deductible donations can be made towards these needs and others. 
 

A Few More Prayer Requests:  
 

Refugee Families: There are two refugee families in our church who have compelling grounds for asylum, but their 
cases are very complicated. They have appealed at length to the U.N. and the South African government, who have 
been unwilling to deport them, but unwilling to give them paperwork to stay here either. The adults were eventually 
imprisoned and their children placed in children’s homes. A journalist (see her article here) and a lawyer sympathetic to 
these families have succeeded in seeing one couple released from prison and their children reunited to them. This 
couple is still awaiting paperwork to work and stay in the country long-term. The other couple is still in prison, and their 
children still in children’s homes... We have been so encouraged by the husbands/ fathers of these families! Their 
contentment and trust in God in the midst of very difficult trials, and their ongoing hunger to learn the Bible and grow as 
Christians, have been such a blessing to witness. We have also been very encouraged by the way our church family 
has sought to care for these families. Please pray that our church will be a help and encouragement to these families, 
and that all the details will be worked out soon for them to be able to live their lives with freedom, safety, and stability. 
 

Permanent Residency for Heather: Heather having permanent residency in South Africa will be a big help to us in a 
number of ways. Please pray she receives her permanent residency soon. (She applied in July 2015 and is still waiting! 
Her temporary spousal visa expires on 16 November, and we are hoping she does not have to apply for another one.) 
 

Adoption/ Foster Care of a little girl: We would like to adopt/ foster a little girl. Please pray that God will grant our 
family the opportunity to care for another child in need - the child He would like us to care for, in His perfect timing.  
 

We are very thankful for your prayers and support. God bless you,  
 

Donovan, Heather, Themba, Eliya, & Jensen 
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Above: We love our church family!  
 

Very Top: Our team won the singing 
competition at our Annual All-Church Fun 
Day (mostly due to enthusiastic 
participation and some silliness - not so 
much due to “beautiful” singing!). 
 

Left: Good times with our former co-
workers, Dan and Debbie Willoughby (far 
left), and with Ernie and Rose Baker (left) 
from Crown Valley Community Church. 

Both were in Pretoria for a conference.  



 

Information for those who would like to donate towards these ministries: 
 

Donations towards our personal ministry support: 
 

Our ministry role: We serve with the 1Hope4Africa team. Donovan is one of the pastors at Living Hope Church, Pretoria, 
and helps to facilitate Project Timothy (a holistic, church-centred program, mentoring men for pastoral ministry). 
 

Our ministry support: We serve in a low-income context. Our ministry support (our salary and ministry expenses) is 
provided for 100% through donations made by friends and supporting churches. All donations towards our ministry 
support are tax-deductible.  
 

Donate online:  Please visit www.ssmfi.org/Donate. Select “Donovan and Heather Drew” from the drop down menu. 
The online form will give you the option of donating once or of making automatically recurring monthly donations (you 
can cancel recurring donations at any time). 
 

Donate by check: Please make your check out to “Shepherd’s Staff Mission 
Facilitators” and write our missionary account number, 5518, on the memo 
line. Mail your check to:  
 

Shepherd’s Staff Mission Facilitators  
6739 Academy Road NE, Suite 320  
Albuquerque, NM 87109  

 

Thank-you very much! 

 
Donations towards specific ministries/ ministry opportunities: 
 

You can make tax-deductible donations towards the following ministries/ ministry opportunities: Project Timothy (holistic, 
church-centred mentoring for men preparing for pastoral ministry), a facility for Living Hope Church, the running costs of 
Muphamuzi Baby Home (a place of safety for orphaned and abandoned babies), ministry support for Abbie Caple (a 
missionary Caregiver at Muphamuzi Baby Home), and ministry support for Mission Malawi (Newton Chilingulo planting 
Reformation Bible Church in Lilongwe, Malawi).  
 

Donate Online: You can make an online donation towards these ministries/ ministry needs at 
www.1hopeministries.org/donate. Under “Select a Cause” there is a drop down menu from which you can select the 
ministry/ ministry need you would like to donate towards. You will be given the option of donating once, or of making 
automatically recurring donations either once a month or once a year (you can cancel recurring donations at any time).  
 

Donate by check: Checks should be made out to “1Hope Ministries International”. If you would like to specify that your 
gift be directed towards Project Timothy, a Living Hope Church facility, Muphamuzi Baby Home, or Mission Malawi, 
please indicate your preference on the check’s memo line. Send your check to: 
 

1Hope Ministries International 
1 League, #60277 
Irvine, CA 92602 

 

 

Thank-you very much! 
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