
 

   
  

 

 

Dear Friends,                            

 

 We hope this letter finds you well. This is an exciting season for us: we are preparing to be missionaries in South Africa!  

 

 We will be ministering with 1Hope, a ministry to orphans and refugees. The need for this type of ministry in South Africa is huge! 

There are 256,000 official refugees and asylum seekers in South Africa, and estimates of 1 – 5 million more immigrants who have 

fled awful conditions in their home countries. Many of these people are in desperate need. There are also around 1.4 million 

maternal orphans (children who have lost their mothers), around 800,000 double orphans (children who have lost both parents), 

and countless more children who have been abandoned in South Africa. The number of maternal orphans in the country is 

increasing at the staggering rate of over 2,000 a week! (This is mostly due to parents dying of AIDS: South Africa is home to more 

HIV+ people than any other country in the world.) 

 

1Hope’s current ministry includes: 

 Providing 60+ orphans with 1 hot meal a day. This ministry is supervised by Suzanne, a lady from the community who cares 

for these children faithfully.  

 Distributing 20-30 Food Packs to refugees every month. This is a growing ministry!   

 Helping refugees find jobs. So far, 1Hope has been able to help 8 men find employment and provide for their families. This is 

a growing ministry.  

 Helping refugees afford better housing until they can afford it themselves. With 1Hope’s assistance, 4 refugees who were in 

terrible living conditions now share a safe 3 bedroom apartment. We would like to help many more refugees in the same way. 

 The 1Hope clothing center provides refugees with low-cost clothing. New families and those in particularly dire need receive 

free clothes. This ministry is run by a refugee from Zimbabwe named Rachel.  

 Various seasonal projects serve both refugees and orphans. Previous projects include blanket drives, Christmas box 

collections, and the distribution of school bags filled with school supplies.  

 Special events like baby showers and Christmas Dinners for refugees.   

 Most of these practical avenues of service also provide opportunity for building relationships with those we serve, walking with 

them in their trials, evangelism, and discipleship.  

 

 We will serve as 1Hope’s “Directors of Orphan Ministry”, and thus will particularly focus our attention on their ministry to 

orphans. In addition to helping with ministries like those listed above, we will be bringing orphans into our home and working on 

ways to equip and encourage South African Christians to adopt or serve as “house parents” in family-unit homes for orphans.  

 

 1Hope is run by Josh and Marda Mack; missionaries who have been serving in South Africa since 2007. They have huge hearts 

of compassion, are living exemplary lives of sacrificial love, and have thought through mercy ministry thoroughly (biblically!) and 

keep the gospel central. We count it a huge privilege to learn from them and help them further this ministry!    

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Josh Mack is also the pastor of Living Hope (www.livinghopechurch.co.za), a church plant in inner-city Pretoria that was 

launched in August 2009. We are excited to be a part of this church! We love Josh’s vision and are encouraged by the diversity in 

this body already: made up of people from different countries (refugees from Zimbabwe, Angola, the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, and Burundi amongst them), ethnicities, and economic brackets – something not often seen in South Africa.  

                     

 Our sending church is Bethel Grace Baptist Church in Bellflower, CA (www.bethelgrace.org). This is the church where we met, 

and we both had the privilege of serving on ministry staff there for a time (Heather as Children’s Ministry Director for 2 years, 

Donovan as Youth Pastor for 3½ years). The elders know us well and have affirmed our call to this ministry in South Africa. We 

are very blessed to have been a part of such a loving and supportive church family, and are thankful to have this body of believers 

caring for us from afar. 

  

 We’ve put together a website with more information about our ministry (www.drewsministry.wordpress.com), and will send out 

update letters every few months. Please let us know if you would like to receive these letters (we’d prefer to send them by e-mail, 

so please let us know your e-mail address if you have one). Our ministry will be funded by gifts from friends and churches. If you 

would like to support us in this way we’d greatly appreciate it (please see “A Note about Financial Support”). Also, if you think your 

church might be interested in supporting our ministry, please let us know so we can look into that possibility. Most of all, we ask 

you to pray for us as we plan and prepare to minister in South Africa. Thank-you!  

 

Blessings,  

Donovan and Heather Drew 

 

 
 
  
 
            
                                      
         

         
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Living Hope Church, 

November 2009 

The Macks: Josh and Marda,  
McKenna, Cambria, Caitlyn,  

Muzi, Zanele, Bayley,  
& Lincoln 
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