
 

Dear friends, 
 
Merry Christmas! Here is some brief news from South Africa. Prayer requests are in blue. 
 

Family: Rene was officially placed in our foster care in July. We met her biological mother on 
the day of the court hearing and have had fairly regular interaction with her since. She lives in 
the same suburb as us, and has visited church with us a couple times. We would appreciate 
your prayers for our efforts to show Rene’s mom love, and to share the gospel with her. 
Please also pray that Rene’s birth certificate will be finalized soon. This would allow us to 
include her in our medical aid coverage, and it will open the door for us to make a furlough trip 
to the USA (Lord willing, around December 2018).  
 
Living Hope Church: We have much to praise God for in the life of our church! Over the last year, we have seen 
people come to saving faith, and we have seen people growing in their knowledge of God, love for God, and in Christ-
like character (including trusting God through some very painful trials). Many people are being intentional in 
evangelism. The love our church family has for one another is an ongoing encouragement - the way they have cared 
for and served one another this year, both in times of great celebration and in times of great sorrow and difficulty, has 
been beautiful to see and experience. God is at work in our church! It is a joy to be a part of this church family! 
 

“Sola 5” Association of Churches: Living Hope is a part of “Sola 5,” a 
fellowship of independent churches in Southern Africa who affirm 
a foundational doctrinal statement and seek to encourage and partner with 
each other in various ways. Donovan was asked to join the Sola 5 steering 
committee in order to help further some initiatives to encourage church-
planting. There is great need for healthy churches in our region! Please pray 
for fruitfulness in these efforts!  

 
Team News: We celebrated the wedding of Abi Van Kampen (now “Kunene”) just last 
weekend. What a beautiful, joy-filled day! She has married a godly man, Mpumelelo Kunene, 
and we are very excited for their life together. Unfortunately for us, this means her transitioning 
off our ministry team and moving away as she and her husband plug into his home church in a 
neighbouring city. (Abi has lived in the same apartment complex as us over the last 2 years, 
and our family has enjoyed sharing life with her almost daily) When we said goodbye to Abi at 
Living Hope, I told the congregation it is hard to imagine someone being a more profound and 
widespread blessing within a church. I meant it! We will all miss her very much! Please thank 
God with us for the blessing Abi has been to our family, our church, and our team, and 
pray for His blessing on Abi and Lelo as they begin life together as a married couple. 
 
Marda Mack, the director of Muphamuzi Baby Home and wife of Pastor Josh Mack, recently learned that she has 
stage 3 cancer and will need to undergo a year of treatment (chemo therapy, surgery, and radiation). Her first chemo 
treatment was last week. We are thankful for the strength and trust God is granting Josh and Marda, and 
praying for healing and sustaining grace over what will be a very stretching year. 
 
Ministry Support: Please pray with us for an increase in giving towards our ministry support (which covers our 
salary and several regular ministry expenses). The shortfall in our ministry support is about $350 a month. For 
information about how to make tax-deductible donations towards our ministry support, please visit 
www.drewsministry.wordpress.com/support/. All donations are helpful and appreciated!  
 
We are very thankful for all your prayers and support! God bless you,  
 
Donovan & Heather, Themba, Eliya, Jensen, & Rene 

https://drewsministry.wordpress.com/support/


 

Top: Our dear friend, Rudi’s wedding 
 

Left, Middle: The ladies’ choir Heather 
conducted, and the children’s choir she 
conducted, both for our church’s annual 
“Christmas Celebration” 
 

Right, Middle: Our children and our Gospel 
Community Group kitted out for our 
church’s annual “All Church Fun Day” 
 

Right: Thanksgiving Meal with our Gospel 
Community Group and a few other friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


