
 

Dear friends, 
 
We hope you are well!  
 
Here is some news from our family and our ministry team in Pretoria, South 
Africa. Prayer requests and praise reports are in blue. 
 

Personal News: Rene finally has a 
birth certificate! This 2 year old little girl 
has been in the care of our family since 
November 2016, and for a variety of 
reasons, getting her a birth certificate has been a long road... This is a big answer 
to prayer! She is now included in our medical aid coverage, and it opens the door 
for us to make a furlough trip to the USA to visit family, friends, and churches that 
support us in our ministry (Lord willing, that trip will be in April and May 2019).  
 
Heather is homeschooling Themba and Eliya (both grade 1), while Rene and 
Jensen spend their days sabotaging her efforts! ;) It is stretching at times, but 
Heather is loving it!  

 
Ministry Team News: Marda Mack (Director of Muphamuzi Baby Home and wife 
of Pastor Josh Mack) has stage 3 cancer. She has now been through 5 months of 
chemo therapy, and has 5 more weeks remaining. She will then have surgery, 
followed by 3 months of radiation treatment. We are thankful for the strength, 
trust, and joy that God is granting Josh and Marda in the midst of this trial, 
thankful that treatment seems to be working as it should, and praying for 
healing and God’s continued sustaining grace.  
 
With Marda’s sickness, she has had to step back from several ministry 
commitments. Our team member, Abi Kunene (formerly Van Kampen) got married 
to a godly man in December and is now with him at the church he has been a 
member of for some time. And our team members Randy and Susan Clark are 
taking an extended furlough until mid-2019 for varied family reasons. This has all meant that we have had to be 
creative in covering bases that were covered in other ways last year. Things have been very busy! But by God’s 
grace, all bases are being covered (at least mostly so!) and He is continuing to bless the ministries of Living Hope 
Church and 1Hope4Africa. We are thankful for God’s faithfulness! 
 

Living Hope Church: A few praises: 
 

 We are thankful for more people serving in the church, and more lay-people stepping up 
to shoulder significant responsibility in the church (even as some have felt a little intimidated 
and have really needed to depend on God to do so!). Besides “official” service and ministry 
on various church “service teams,” it has also been wonderful to see a number of people in 
the church extending themselves in some very stretching, “unofficial” ministry to others.  

 

 We are now including time for corporate prayer in our Worship Services once a month and in our Church Family 
Meetings. These have been sweet times for us as a church family to go to the Lord, together, and we trust these times 
are helping to cultivate both prayerfulness and a greater sense of unity in Christ amongst our members.  

 

 We are thankful for a new, regular evangelistic initiative: a small team from our church shares the gospel on the 
2nd and 4th Monday evening of each month in a nearby city park that is always bustling with activity.  



 

 We are thankful for 2 new elders: 
Andre De Wit and Safari Mukeru are 
godly men who have been faithful 
members of our church for years; 
committed to their personal growth in 
the Lord, and proactive in discipling, 
counselling, and caring for others. 
Many in our church can point to how 
God has used these men to help 
them in their walk with the Lord. It is a 
joy to have these men join our elders!  

 

 
“Mission Zim”: Lord willing, Living Hope Church will send out one of our 
pastors, Nickson Pasipanodya, to church-plant in Harare, Zimbabwe at 
the end of this year. Nickson and his wife, Esther, both lived in the region 
around Harare their whole life prior to coming to South Africa as young adults. 
They are fluent in Shona and English (the languages most widely spoken in the 
region), and have family and friends in the area. Nickson’s desire is to church-
plant in Harare itself, and to be very intentional about providing encouragement 
and training opportunities for pastors in the city and the surrounding rural areas. 

We are privileged and excited as a church to stand behind the Pasipanodyas 
and serve as their sending church! Nickson and Esther have been a part of 
Living Hope since the church began in October 2009, and they are well-
respected and well-loved. They love the Lord and love others! They have godly 
character, their marriage and parenting is God-honouring, and they have shown 
themselves faithful, gifted, and increasingly skilled in ministry.  

Please pray for God’s provision for this church-planting initiative! Here are 
the outstanding needs: 
 

 One Time, Start-Up Costs: We still need to raise about $14,500. 
 

 Monthly Support: We still need to raise about $1,200 in ongoing monthly 
support for the Pasipanodyas. 
 
You can make tax-deductible donations to this church-planting effort at 
www.1hopeministries.org/donate/    

Above: Praying for our 2 new 
elders. Living Hope Church now 
has a team of 6 elders: (L-R) 
Nickson Pasipanodya, Josh Mack, 
Andre De Wit, Safari Mukeru, 
Donovan, Alan Lester. 
 
Left: A Living Hope Ladies’ Event. 
All the ladies are wearing “dukus” 

(head wraps) in honour of Marda.  

http://www.1hopeministries.org/donate/


 

Muphamuzi Baby Home: Sadly, there continues to be a massive need for ministries 
like Muphamuzi Baby Home in South Africa: recent statistics reflect an average of 
1,000 babies abandoned every month in this country! There are 6 babies being cared 
for at Muphamuzi Baby Home currently, and we praise God for the 48 babies who 
have been cared for in the Baby Home since it opened 6 years ago. Please join 
us in praying for increased regular funding for the Baby Home: 1Hope4Africa has 
set a goal of raising $2,000 per month by July. Our team was hoping to open a second 
Baby Home on the same property this year, which would allow us to care for twice as 
many babies at a time. This is still a dream, but it has been put on hold until regular 
funding to cover the running costs of the existing Baby Home increases significantly.  
 
You can make tax-deductible donations towards this ministry at www.1hopeministries.org/donate/    
 
 

African Bible Training Centre (ABTC): African Bible Training Centre (ABTC) 2.0 
is in full swing! There are two courses running this year (Bible Overview and 
Systematic Theology), with 64 students between them, from 10 churches. Our 
hope is for these courses to help equip our congregation for both their personal 
walk with God and their ministry to others, and to help other churches equip their 
members too. We are excited about how this ministry is progressing.  

 
 
Ministry Support: Please pray with us for an increase in giving towards our ministry support (this covers our 
salary and several regular ministry expenses). The average shortfall in our ministry support is about $200 a month. 
For information on how to make tax-deductible donations towards our ministry support, please visit 
www.drewsministry.wordpress.com/support/. All donations are helpful and appreciated!  
 
 
We are very thankful for all your prayers and support! God bless you,  
 
Donovan & Heather, Themba, Eliya, Jensen, & Rene 
 

Above: A recent “Pastoral Couples Retreat” organised by Sola 5, a Southern African association of churches that 
Living Hope is a part of. This was a wonderful time together as a couple, and a wonderful time of fellowship with dear 
friends ministering in different regions and contexts across South Africa. We are thankful for how God is using 
these pastoral couples and the Sola 5 network of churches, and praying for Sola 5 to be increasingly helpful 
in strengthening churches and facilitating meaningful and fruitful gospel partnerships. 

http://www.1hopeministries.org/donate/
https://drewsministry.wordpress.com/support/

